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3

AN INTRODUCTION BY
PROFESSOR PATRICK FOTTRELL
Chairperson of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council
The Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council was set up to allow representative groups
with a variety of perspectives on animal welfare, meet and exchange views and seek
consensus on various issues and developments relevant to the care of farm animals.
These guidelines are the product of this consensus and have been adopted unanimously
by the Council.
This Code of Practice is intended to encourage all those who care for laying hens to adopt
the highest standards of animal husbandry. Without good stockmanship, the welfare of
laying hens can never be adequately protected. Adherence to these recommendations
will help ﬂock-keepers to reach the required standard.
In establishing rules for the protection of laying hens, a balance should be kept between
the various aspects to be taken into account as regards the health and welfare of the hens
themselves, the economic and social considerations and any environmental impact.
The welfare of laying hens is considered within a framework, elaborated by the Farm
Animal Welfare Advisory Council, and known as the ‘Five Freedoms’. These form a logical
basis for the assessment of animal welfare within any husbandry system together with
taking the actions necessary to safeguard welfare within the constraints of an efﬁcient
laying hens industry.
In maintaining the recommendations of this Code of Practice, ﬂock-owners, ﬂock-keepers,
catchers, handlers and others can demonstrate Ireland’s prominence in the practice of
laying hen welfare standards.
Professor Patrick Fottrell
Chairperson
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THE FIVE FREEDOMS CONCEPT
The ﬁve freedoms provide a framework that underpins best practice to ensure animal
health and welfare at farm level and are listed below.
1. Freedom from
from hunger,
hunger,thirst
thirstand
and
malnutrition
malnutrition
Ê LÃiViÊvÊ«À}i`Ê
UÊ LÃiViÊvÊ«À}i`ÊÕ}iÀ
Õ}iÀ
UÊ
Ê LÃiViÊvÊ«À}i`ÊÌ
UÊ LÃiViÊvÊ«À}i`ÊÌÀÃÌÊ
ÀÃÌÊ
UÊ
2. Freedom from discomfort
2. Freedom from discomfort
UÊ
vÀÌÊ>ÀÕ`ÊÀiÃÌ}
Ê UÊ vÀÌÊ>ÀÕ`ÊÀiÃÌ}
UÊ / iÀ>ÊVvÀÌ
Ê UÊ / iÀ>ÊVvÀÌ
UÊ >ÃiÊvÊÛiiÌ
Ê UÊ >ÃiÊvÊÛiiÌ
3. Freedom from pain, injury and
3. Freedom from pain, injury and
disease
disease
UÊ LÃiViÊvÊÕÀiÃÊ
Ê LÃiViÊvÊ`Ãi>Ãi
UÊ LÃiViÊvÊÕÀiÃÊ
UÊ
Ê UÊ LÃiViÊvÊ`Ãi>Ãi
Ê UÊ LÃiViÊvÊ«>Ê`ÕVi`ÊLÞÊÊÊÊÊ
management procedures

4. ÊLÃiViÊvÊ«>Ê`ÕVi`ÊLÞÊÊÊÊ
Freedom to express normal
UÊ
patterns of
behaviour
management
procedures
Ê UÊ
Ý«ÀiÃÃÊvÊÃV>ÊLi
>ÛÕÀÃ
4.
Freedom
to express normal
Ê UÊ Ý«ÀiÃÃÊvÊÌ
patterns
of behaviour iÀÊLi >ÛÕÀÃ
UÊ Ý«ÀiÃÃÊvÊÃV>ÊLi >ÛÕÀÃ
5. Freedom from fear and distress
UÊ ÊÊÊÊ Ý«ÀiÃÃÊvÊÌ iÀÊLi >ÛÕÀÃ
Ê UÊ `Ê Õ>>>ÊÀi>ÌÃ «
5. Freedom from fear and distress
Ê UÊ *ÃÌÛiÊiÌ>ÊÃÌ>Ìi
UÊ `Ê Õ>>>ÊÀi>ÌÃ «
UÊ *ÃÌÛiÊiÌ>ÊÃÌ>Ìi

The ﬁve freedoms concept can be summarised for laying hens as follows:
UÊ ,i>`ÞÊ>VViÃÃÊÌÊvÀiÃ ÊÜ>ÌiÀÊ>`Ê>Ê`iÌÊÌÊ>Ì>ÊvÕÊ i>Ì Ê>`ÊÛ}ÕÀ
UÊ *ÀÛÃÊvÊ>Ê>««À«À>ÌiÊiÛÀiÌÊVÕ`}ÊÃ iÌiÀÊ>`Ê>ÊVvÀÌ>LiÊÀiÃÌ}Ê
area
UÊ *ÀiÛiÌÊÀÊÀ>«`Ê`>}ÃÃÊvÊ`Ãi>ÃiÊ>`ÊÌÀi>ÌiÌ
UÊ *ÀÛÃÊvÊÃÕvwViÌÊÃ«>Vi]Ê«À«iÀÊv>VÌiÃÊ>`ÊV«>ÞÊvÊÌ iÊLÀ`Ã½ÊÜÊ`
UÊ ÃÕÀ}ÊV`ÌÃÊ>`ÊÌÀi>ÌiÌÊÌÊ>Û`ÊiÌ>ÊÃÕvviÀ}
In acknowledging these freedoms, those who have care of laying hens should practice:
UÊ
>À}Ê>`ÊÀiÃ«ÃLiÊ«>}Ê>`Ê>>}iiÌÆ
UÊ -i`]ÊÜi`}i>LiÊ>`ÊVÃViÌÕÃÊÃÌV>Ã «Æ
UÊ ««À«À>ÌiÊiÛÀiÌ>Ê`iÃ}ÊvÀÊiÝ>«i]ÊvÊÌ iÊ ÕÃL>`ÀÞÊÃÞÃÌi®Æ
UÊ
Ã`iÀ>ÌiÊ >`}Ê>`ÊÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌ°
For the purposes of the code, “ﬂock-keeper” means the owner of the birds or the person
responsible for looking after them. The recommendations are relevant to laying hens
under all types of husbandry systems and in adhering to them they will help to ensure that
the welfare of the birds is safeguarded. The strain of bird selected must be suitable for the
production system having regard for the health and welfare of the bird.

Code of Practice for the Welfare of Laying Hens
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STOCKMANSHIP, STAFFING AND TRAINING
UÊ *À>ÀÞÊÀiÃ«ÃLÌÞÊvÀÊLÀ`ÊÜiv>ÀiÊÀiÃÌÃÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊÜiÀÊÀÊii«iÀÊvÊÌ iÊLÀ`Ã°ÊI
UÊ

À`ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊV>Ài`ÊvÀÊLÞÊ>ÊÃÕvwViÌÊÕLiÀÊvÊÃÌ>vvÊÜ Ê«ÃÃiÃÃÊÌ iÊ>««À«À>ÌiÊ
ability, knowledge and professional competence.

UÊ ÌÊÃÊiÃÃiÌ>ÊÌ >ÌÊÃÕvwViÌÊ«iÀÃiÊLiÊi«Þi`ÊÌÊV>ÀÀÞÊÕÌÊ>ÊiViÃÃ>ÀÞÊÌ>ÃÃ°Ê
Staff should be caring, well managed and supervised and fully competent with the
tasks they will be required to undertake.
UÊ ÊyVii«iÀÃÊÃ Õ`Ê`iÃÌÀ>ÌiÊ>ÊvÕÊÕ`iÀÃÌ>`}ÊvÊÌ iÊÜiv>ÀiÊii`ÃÊ>`Ê
basic biology of the birds and have shown that they are capable of safeguarding
them under all foreseeable conditions before being given responsibility for a ﬂock.
A good ﬂock-keeper will have a compassionate and humane attitude, will be able to
anticipate and avoid many potential welfare problems and have the ability to identify
those that do occur and respond to them promptly and appropriately.
UÊ -Ì>vv]ÊVÕ`}ÊÌ ÃiÊi«Þi`ÊLÞÊVÌÀ>VÌÀÃ]ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ}ÛiÊ>««À«À>ÌiÊÌÀ>}°Ê
This requires the acquisition of speciﬁc stockmanship skills, which may be developed
on-farm, working with an experienced person and/or by following a course offered
by a suitable training provider. Flock-keepers should demonstrate competence and
understanding before they are given responsibility for the birds. Training should
continue throughout the duration of employment and suitable refresher courses
should be undertaken regularly. Wherever possible, the training should be of a type,
which leads to formal recognition of competence.
UÊ ÊÌÀ>}Ê«>ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ«iiÌi`ÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊÌ ÃiÊÜÀ}ÊÜÌ Ê>Þ}Ê iÃÊ
recognise not only normal behaviour and good health but also signs of illness or
disease or impending health problems. If specialised tasks are to be performed, for
example vaccination, beak trimming or humane culling, then speciﬁc training should
be given. Alternatively, the services of a competent contractor using trained staff
should be obtained.
UÊ -Ì>vvÊÃ Õ`ÊiÃÌ>LÃ Ê>ÊiÌ `V>ÊÀÕÌiÊÊV«iÌ}ÊÌ iÊÀ>}iÊvÊÌ>ÃÃÊÛÛi`Ê
in keeping hens. As part of this they should be particularly vigilant in checking that
systems are operating properly and birds are behaving normally. This will enable ﬂockkeepers to detect problems in their earliest stages and acquire a good understanding
of the action to be taken if a problem is noticed. If the cause is not obvious, or if the
ﬂock-keeper’s action is not effective, immediate veterinary or technical advice should
be obtained.
UÊ ÌÊÃÊiÃÃiÌ>ÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊiÕ} ÊÌiÊÃÊ>Û>>LiÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊyVii«iÀ½ÃÊ`>ÞÊ
work routine for the birds to be properly inspected and for any remedial action to
be taken. Large ﬂocks can be managed successfully but in general the larger the size
of the unit, the greater the degree of skill and dedication needed to safeguard the
welfare of the birds.
* The catching team, regardless of who employs them, works under the direction of
the owner or keeper while on the holding.
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FEED AND WATER
UÊ

À`ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊvi`Ê>ÊÜ iÃiÊ`iÌÊÜ V ÊÃÊ>««À«À>ÌiÊÌÊÌ iÀÊ>}iÊ>`ÊÃ«iViÃÊ>`Ê
which is fed to them in sufﬁcient quantity to maintain them in good health, to satisfy
their nutritional needs and to promote a positive state of well-being.

UÊ

À`ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ«ÀÛ`i`ÊÜÌ Êv`Ê>`ÊµÕ`ÊÊ>Ê>iÀÊÜ V ÊiÃÕÀiÃÊÌ >ÌÊÃÕV Êv`Ê
or liquid does not contain any substance which may cause them unnecessary suffering
ÀÊÕÀÞ°

UÊ ÊLÀ`ÃÊÕÃÌÊ >ÛiÊ>VViÃÃÊÌÊvii`Ê>ÌÊÌiÀÛ>ÃÊ>««À«À>ÌiÊÌÊÌ iÀÊ« ÞÃ}V>Êii`ÃÊ
>`]ÊÊ>ÞÊV>Ãi]Ê>ÌÊi>ÃÌÊViÊ>Ê`>Þ®ÊiÝVi«ÌÊÜ iÀiÊ>ÊÛiÌiÀ>ÀÞÊ«À>VÌÌiÀÊ>VÌ}ÊÊ
the exercise of his professional duties otherwise directs.
UÊ ÊLÀ`ÃÊÕÃÌÊ >ÛiÊ>VViÃÃÊÌÊvÀiÃ Ê`À}ÊÜ>ÌiÀÊ>ÌÊ>ÊÌiÃ°
UÊ ii`}Ê >`Ê Ü>ÌiÀ}Ê iµÕ«iÌÊ ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ `iÃ}i`]Ê VÃÌÀÕVÌi`]Ê «>Vi`Ê >`Ê
maintained so that contamination of food and water and the harmful effects of
competition between birds are minimised.
UÊ

ÊÌ iÀ>«iÕÌVÊÃÕLÃÌ>ViÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ}ÛiÊÌÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊiÝVi«ÌÊÌ ÃiÊÊÌ iÊ>`ÛViÊÀÊ
«ÀiÃVÀ«ÌÊvÊÌ iÊÛiÌiÀ>ÀÞÊ«À>VÌÌiÀ°I

UÊ ÊLÀ`ÃÊÕÃÌÊ >ÛiÊ`>ÞÊ>VViÃÃÊÌÊvii`°Ê7 iÊÌÀ`ÕV}ÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÊ>ÊiÜÊiÛÀiÌ]Ê
the ﬂock-keeper must ensure that the birds can ﬁnd feed and water.
UÊ ii`iÀÊÃ«>ViÊ>V>ÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÃÕvwViÌÊÌÊi>LiÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÊLÌ>Ê>`iµÕ>ÌiÊ
feed with the minimum of competition. For linear feeders there should be a minimum
of 10 cm of trough space per bird provided that birds have access to both sides of the
feeder. Feeders should be placed sufﬁciently far apart for birds to make full use of the
available space. If feed is not provided ad libitum, sufﬁcient space must be available
to allow all birds to eat at the same time.
UÊ -ÞÃÌiÃ]ÊÜ V ÊV>ÊvÀÊÌ iÊV«iÌiÊÜÌ `}ÊvÊvii`Ê>`ÉÀÊÜ>ÌiÀÊÊ>ÞÊ`>Þ]Ê
must not be adopted. However, feed, but not water, may be withheld for up to 12 hours
prior to slaughter. Coordinated collection times and production line requirements at
the slaughterhouse are required in order to reduce the time birds spend in containers
pre and post transport.
UÊ Under no circumstances may birds be induced to moult by withholding feed and/or
water.
UÊ -Ì>iÊÀÊVÌ>>Ìi`Êvii`ÊÀÊÜ>ÌiÀÊÃ Õ`ÊÌÊLiÊ>Üi`ÊÌÊ>VVÕÕ>ÌiÊ>`ÊÃ Õ`Ê
be replaced immediately. Provision must be made for supplying water in freezing
conditions.
UÊ Ê >ÌiÀ>ÌÛiÊ ÃÞÃÌiÃ]Ê Ü iÊ }À>Ê >ÞÊ LiÊ ÃV>ÌÌiÀi`Ê ÛiÀÊ Ì iÊ ÌÌiÀÊ i>V Ê `>ÞÊ ÌÊ
encourage foraging and scratching and reduce the possibility of feather pecking
outbreaks. Birds should also have regular access to insoluble grit to aid digestion.
UÊ ÀÀ>}iiÌÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ >`iÊ Ê >`Û>ViÊ ÌÊ iÃÕÀiÊ Ì >ÌÊ >`iµÕ>ÌiÊ ÃÕ««iÃÊ vÊ
suitable feed and water can be made available in emergencies such as interruptions
in power supplies.

Code of Practice for the Welfare of Laying Hens
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UÊ

`ÞÊV`Ì]ÊÜi} Ì]Êi}}ÊµÕ>ÌÞÊ>`Ê«À`ÕVÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÕÃi`ÊÌÊÌÀÊÌ iÊ
effectiveness of the feeding regime.

UÊ -Õ``iÊV >}iÃÊÊÌ iÊÌÞ«i]ÊµÕ>ÌÌÞÊ>`ÊV«ÃÌÊvÊvii`ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>Û`i`°Ê
Any changes in diet should be introduced gradually.
UÊ

«Õ`i`Êvii`ÃÊÌ >ÌÊ >ÛiÊLiiÊ«Ài«>Ài`ÊvÀÊÌ iÀÊÃ«iViÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>Û`i`]Ê>ÃÊ
certain substances can be toxic to birds.

UÊ 7>ÌiÀÊiÌiÀÃ]ÊvÊÌÊ>Ài>`ÞÊÊ«>Vi]ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊwÌÌi`ÊÌÊi>V Ê ÕÃiÊÌÊi>LiÊ`>ÞÊ
monitoring of water usage. Daily records of water consumption provide an early
warning of potential problems and a water meter is a necessary management tool.
UÊ

>ÞÊ >VViÃÃÊ ÌÊ Ü>ÌiÀÊ Ì ÀÕ} ÕÌÊ Ì iÊ «iÀ`Ê vÊ } Ì}Ê >`Ê >Ê ÃÕvwViÌÊ ÕLiÀÊ vÊ
`ÀiÀÃ]ÊÜiÊ`ÃÌÀLÕÌi`Ê>`ÊVÀÀiVÌÞÊ>`ÕÃÌi`]ÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ«ÀÛ`i`°
*See Appendix 1 for link to relevant Animal Remedies Regulations

HEALTH
Health and Welfare Inspections
UÊ ÊÊLÀ`ÃÊi«ÌÊÊ ÕÃL>`ÀÞÊÃÞÃÌiÃÊÊÜ V ÊÌ iÀÊÜiv>ÀiÊ`i«i`ÃÊÊvÀiµÕiÌÊ Õ>Ê
attention must be thoroughly inspected at least once a day and, more frequently in
alternative systems, to check that they are in a state of well-being.
UÊ

À`ÃÊi«ÌÊÊÃÞÃÌiÃÊÌ iÀÊÌ >Ê ÕÃL>`ÀÞÊÃÞÃÌiÃÊÊÜ V ÊÌ iÀÊÜiv>ÀiÊ`i«i`ÃÊ
on frequent human attention must be inspected at intervals sufﬁcient to avoid any
suffering.

UÊ 7 iÀiÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ i«ÌÊ Ê >Ê LÕ`}]Ê >`iµÕ>ÌiÊ } Ì}Ê Ü iÌ iÀÊ wÝi`Ê ÀÊ «ÀÌ>Li®]Ê
must be available to enable them to be thoroughly inspected at any time.
UÊ ÕÃ}Ê>`ÊiµÕ«iÌÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ`iÃ}i`ÊÃÊÌ >ÌÊ>ÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊV>ÊLiÊVi>ÀÞÊÃii°Ê
Supplementary lighting may be needed for the inspection of birds in the bottom tier
of cage systems.
UÊ ÊÀ`iÀÊÌÊÀi`ÕViÊÌ iÊÀÃÊvÊÜiv>ÀiÊ«ÀLiÃÊ`iÛi«}ÊÊ>Þ}Ê iÊÕÌÃ]ÊÌÊÃÊ>Ê
requirement that a thorough inspection must take place at least once a day and such
inspections should be made independently of any automatic surveillance equipment.
UÊ / iÊ Ã«iVÌÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ ÃÕvwViÌÞÊ Ì ÀÕ} Ê ÌÊ `iÌiVÌÊ iÃÃÊ >`Ê ÕÀÞÊ vÊ
individual hens and special attention should be paid to body condition, movements,
respiratory distress, condition of plumage, eyes, skin, beak, legs, feet and claws and
where appropriate, combs and wattles. Attention should also be paid to the presence
of external parasites, to the condition of droppings, to feed and water consumption,
to growth and to egg production level. Where appropriate the birds should be
encouraged to walk. Individual examination should be made of those birds for which
the overall inspection indicates this to be necessary.
UÊ ÊÃiV`Ê`>ÞÊÃ«iVÌÊ>ÞÊLiÊiViÃÃ>ÀÞÊ>ÌÊ>Ê`vviÀiÌÊÌiÊvÊ`>Þ°Ê
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UÊ / iÊ i>Ì ÞÊ`Û`Õ>ÊLÀ`ÊÃ Õ`ÊÃ ÜÊÀ>Ê
patterns of behaviour and have sounds and
activity appropriate to its age, breed or type,
clear bright eyes, good posture, vigorous
movements if unduly disturbed, clean healthy
skin, good feather condition, well formed
shanks and feet, effective walking and active
feeding and drinking behaviour.
UÊ / iÊi>ÀÞÊÃ}ÃÊvÊÊ i>Ì Ê>ÞÊVÕ`iÊV >}iÃÊ
in food and water intake, in preening, in ‘chatter’
and in activity. There may also be a drop in egg
production and changes in egg quality such as
shell defects.
UÊ / iÃiÊ i>Ì Ê>`ÊÜiv>ÀiÊÃ«iVÌÃÊ>ÞÊLiÊi`ÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÀÊÛÃÌÃÊÌÊÌ iÊ«ÕÌÀÞÊ
houses but each inspection should be undertaken as a separate, speciﬁc procedure.
UÊ Vii«iÀÃÊÃ Õ`ÊiÃÌ>LÃ ÊÊ>`Û>ViÊÌ iÊLiÃÌÊVÕÀÃiÊvÊ>VÌÊÌÊÌ>iÊÃ Õ`Ê
problems be identiﬁed and ensure that veterinary or other expert advice is available
when needed.
UÊ 7 iÊÌÊ>ÞÊÌÊLiÊ«ÃÃLiÊÌÊiÝ>iÊi>V ÊLÀ`Ê`Û`Õ>ÞÊ`ÕÀ}ÊÀÕÌiÊÃ«iVÌ]Ê
a good indication of ﬂock health should be gained on each occasion. Where birds are
not being fed on ad libitum diets, inspection is particularly effective at feeding time
when any birds which are not ﬁt will be slow to feed and can be identiﬁed.
UÊ 7 iÊ >Ê LÀ`Ê ÃÊ ÀÕÌiÞÊ Ã>Õ} ÌiÀi`Ê ÀÊ i`Ê Ê v>À]ÊÌ ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ`iÊÕÃ}Ê>Ê
approved method. The approved methods of killing poultry include decapitation and
neck dislocation to be carried out by experienced and trained personnel.
UÊ Ê Ì iÊ iÛiÌÊ vÊ Ã}ÃÊ vÊ ÃiÀÕÃÊ ÀiÃ«À>ÌÀÞÊ `Ãi>ÃiÊ Ê Ì iÊ yÊVÊ Ì iÊ ÕÃiÊ vÊ «iÀÃ>Ê
«ÀÌiVÌÊ iµÕ«iÌÊ ** ®Ê ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ VÃ`iÀi`Ê i°}°Ê Ê ÃÕÃ«iVÌi`Ê V>ÃiÃÊ vÊ Û>Ê
yÊÕiâ>Ê>`Ê iÜV>ÃÌiÊ Ãi>Ãi®°Ê7 iÊÀiÃ«À>ÌÀÞÊÃ}ÃÊÌ}iÌ iÀÊÜÌ ÊÀÌ>ÌÞÊ>ÀiÊ
observed, professional help must be sought immediately from the private veterinary
practitioner.

Disease Control*
UÊ Ê`VÕiÌi`Ê i>Ì Ê>`ÊÜiv>ÀiÊ«À}À>iÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ«iiÌi`ÊvÀÊi>V ÊÕÌÊ
which sets out health and husbandry activities covering the whole of the production
cycle. It should also establish management procedures and control measures
ÌÊ Ài`ÕViÊ Ì iÊ ÀÃÊ vÊ viVÌÃÊ >`Ê ÕÀÞ°Ê / ÃÊ >ÞÊ VÕ`iÊ >``Ì>Ê Û>VV>ÌÊ
«ÀÌVÃÊÜ V ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊV>ÀivÕÞÊÌÀi`ÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊivwÊV>VÞ®ÊÌÊÀi`ÕViÊÌ iÊÀÃÊ
of disease outbreaks. The health and welfare programme should be developed in
consultation with an experienced poultry veterinarian and reviewed regularly against
performance and updated accordingly.
UÊ ÞÊ`i«>ÀÌÕÀiÊvÀÊÌ iÊÀ>ÊÃ}ÃÊvÊ}`Ê i>Ì Ê>ÃÊÃiÌÊÕÌÊÕ`iÀÊÌ iÊÃ«iVÌÊ
protocol should be given immediate attention. (Refer to previous section on
Inspection)
Code of Practice for the Welfare of Laying Hens
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UÊ / iÊ ÃiÌÊ vÊ >Ê `Ãi>ÃiÊ >ÞÊ wÀÃÌÊ LiÊ ÌVi`Ê LÞÊ >Ê V >}iÊ Ê Ü>ÌiÀÊ VÃÕ«Ì]Ê >Ê
reluctance to eat, changes in litter quality or in the general behaviour of the ﬂock.
UÊ 6iÌiÀ>ÀÞÊ>ÌÌiÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÃÕ} ÌÊ>ÌÊ>Êi>ÀÞÊÃÌ>}iÊÊ>ÞÊÕÌLÀi>ÊvÊ`Ãi>ÃiÊÃÊ
that the cause can be determined and appropriate action taken.
UÊ i>ÃÕÀiÃÊÌÊVÌÀÊ`Ãi>ÃiÃÊV>ÕÃi`ÊLÞÊiÝÌiÀ>Ê«>À>ÃÌiÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÌ>iÊLÞÊÕÃ}Ê
the appropriate approved parasiticides.
UÊ

À`ÃÊÌ >ÌÊ>ÀiÊÃiÀÕÃÞÊÕÀi`ÊÀÊÃ ÜÊiÛ`iÌÊÃ}ÃÊvÊ i>Ì Ê`ÃÀ`iÀ]ÊÃÕV Ê>ÃÊÌ ÃiÊ
having difﬁculties in walking, severe ascites or severe malformations and are likely to
suffer, must receive appropriate treatment or be culled immediately. A veterinarian
must be contacted whenever necessary.

UÊ Ê Ì ÃiÊ Ê VÌ>VÌÊ ÜÌ Ê LÀ`ÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê «À>VÌViÊ }`Ê LÃiVÕÀÌÞÊ °i°Ê ÃÌÀVÌÊ Þ}iiÊ
and disinfection procedures. Where possible the site should be managed so that all
houses are empty simultaneously to facilitate effective cleaning and disinfestation.
This “all in – all out” approach with periods when there are no birds on site will also
act to provide a disease break.
UÊ 7 iÊ ÕÃiÃÊ>ÀiÊi«Ìi`Ê>`ÊVi>i`]Ê`ÊÌÌiÀÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÀiÛi`ÊvÀÊÌ iÊÃÌiÊ
before re-stocking so as to reduce the risk of the carry over of disease.
UÊ / iÊ *ÕÌÀÞÊ `ÕÃÌÀÞÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ >Ü>ÀiÊ vÊ Ì iÊ VÀÀiVÌÊ «ÀVi`ÕÀiÃÊ vÀÊ Ì iÊ `Ã«Ã>Ê
of poultry carcasses and poultry litter as prescribed by the relevant European
ÕÌiÃÊ>Ê Þ«À`ÕVÌÃ®Ê,i}Õ>ÌÃII°Ê
* See Appendix 2 for information on Notiﬁable Diseases in Poultry
** See Appendix 1 for link to relevant Regulations

Heat stress
UÊ

ÛiÀÞÊyVii«iÀÊÃ Õ`Ê >ÛiÊ>Ê`VÕiÌi`ÊiiÀ}iVÞÊ i>ÌÊÃÌÀiÃÃÊ«>Ê«ÃÌi`ÊÊ
site. This should be agreed with the poultry veterinarian.

UÊ

À`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊÌÊLiÊiÝ«Ãi`ÊÌÊÃÌÀ}Ê`ÀiVÌÊÃÕ} ÌÊÀÊ ÌÊ Õ`ÊV`ÌÃÊ}Ê
enough to cause heat stress as indicated by prolonged panting. Housing affects the
birds’ ability to maintain their normal body temperature but under any management
system ambient temperatures high enough to cause prolonged panting may occur,
particularly when humidity is relatively high. All accommodation should therefore be
designed so that its ventilation is adequate to protect the birds from overheating
under any weather conditions that can reasonably be foreseen. Attention should be
paid to air throughput and distribution, especially at bird level.

UÊ

ÕÀ}Ê ÌÊ>`Ê Õ`]ÊÀÊV`ÊV`ÌÃ]ÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊV iVi`ÊvÀiµÕiÌÞ]ÊLÕÌÊ
not disturbed unduly. Particular attention should be paid to birds with feather loss.

UÊ ÃÕ>ÌÊ>`ÊÛiÌ>ÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ`iÃ}i`ÊÌÊ>Û`Ê i>ÌÊ>`ÊV`ÊÃÌÀiÃÃÊ >Û}Ê
regard to the stocking densities of the unit.
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FEATHER PECKING/CANNIBALISM
i>Ì iÀÊ «iV}Ê ÃÊ >Ê `V>ÌÀÊ vÊ «ÀÊ Üiv>Ài°Ê ÕÀÕÃÊ «iV}Ê «ÀiÃiÌÃÊ >Ê ÃiÀÕÃÊ
problem and may lead to extensive tissue damage, cannibalism and mortality. The risk
of pecking decreases when the stockmanship and management is good and knowledge
of the risk factors is higher and action is taken to address the risk factors, for example,
environmental improvements. Birds that have suffered feather loss and sunburn can be
particularly vulnerable.
Cannibalism is an unpredictable problem which can be difﬁcult to control and often
results in high mortality. It can have more severe consequences in alternative systems,
especially when hens have intact beaks.
i>ÃÕÀiÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ Ì>iÊ ÌÊ >``ÀiÃÃÊ Ì iÊ «ÀLiÊ vÊ ÕÀÕÃÊ «iV}Ê Ê >ÌiÀ>ÌÛiÊ
systems. Some indoor barn and alternative systems have managed to avoid the need for
Li>ÊÌÀ}IÊÜÌ ÊÃ}wV>ÌÞÊÀi`ÕVi`ÊÕÀÕÃÊ«iV}ÊLÞÊÃÕV Êi>ÃÊ>ÃÊVÕ`i`Ê
below.
UÊ

Àii`}Ê LÀ`ÃÊ ÜÌ Ê `VÌÞÊ >`Ê Li >ÛÕÀ>Ê ÌÀ>ÌÃÊ Ü V Ê iVÕÀ>}iÊ À>}}Ê >`Ê
Ì iÀiLÞÊÀi`ÕV}ÊÊvi>Ì iÀÊ«iV}Æ

UÊ

iÃ}}ÊÀi>À}ÊÃÞÃÌiÃÊÜ V Ê«Ài«>ÀiÊLÀ`ÃÊvÀÊÌ iÊiÛÀiÌÃÊÌ iÞÊÜÊiiÌÊÊ
the laying farm e.g. provision of multiple tiers, perches, winter-gardens and range for
«ÕiÌÃÊÜ V Ê>ÀiÊiÞÊÌÊiiÌÊÌ iÃiÊÜ iÊÌ iÞÊÀi>V ÊÌ iÊ>Þ}Ê ÕÃiÆ

UÊ *ÀÛ`}Ê iÛÀiÌ>Ê iÀV iÌÊ ÌÊ iVÕÀ>}iÊ >««À«À>ÌiÊ vÀ>}}Ê Li >ÛÕÀÊ
including the provision of litter in the sheds’ scratching area and access to and
iVÕÀ>}i`ÊÕÃiÊvÊÌ iÊÀ>}iÆÊ>`Êw>Þ
UÊ *ÀÛ`}Ê >iÀ>Ê «iÀV iÃÊ ÌÊ ii«Ê ÀiÃÌ}Ê iÃÊ Ü V Ê >ÀiÊ ÃÌÊ >ÌÊ ÀÃÊ vÊ ÕÀÕÃÊ
«iV}®ÊÃ>viÞÊÕÌÊvÊÌ iÊÀi>V ÊvÊvÀ>}}Ê iÃÊÜ V Ê>ÀiÊÌ iÊiÃÊÃÌÊiÞÊÌÊ
«iV®
With respect to the behavioural priorities of hens, a European Food Safety Authority
 -®IIÊ«ÊVVÕ`iÃÊÌ >ÌÊ iÃÊ«ÀiviÀÊÌÊ>ÞÊÌ iÀÊi}}ÃÊÊ>ÊiÃÌÊÃÌi]Ê«ÀiviÀ>LÞÊ>Ê
enclosed nest and formed by a pre-moulded or mouldable substrate. Therefore, suitable,
adequately distributed nests should be provided in housing systems.
Drinking, feeding, foraging and dust bathing are also considered high priority behaviours.
Furthermore, resting and perching are important aspects of birds’ welfare and all birds
should be able to perch at the same time. Finally, roosting at night on an elevated perch
is considered a particular behavioural priority. If hens cannot perform such high priority
Li >ÛÕÀÃ]Ê Ì ÃÊ >ÞÊ ÀiÃÕÌÊ Ê Ã}wV>ÌÊ vÀÕÃÌÀ>Ì]Ê ÀÊ `i«ÀÛ>ÌÊ ÀÊ ÕÀÞ]Ê Ü V Ê ÃÊ
detrimental to their health and welfare.
In this respect, lower stocking densities as applied in enriched cages, have been proven
to be beneﬁcial. However, the behavioural repertoire is still restricted in enriched cages
when compared with hens kept in alternative systems.
*See following Section on Mutilations
**See Appendix 1 for link to EFSA report

Code of Practice for the Welfare of Laying Hens
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MUTILATIONS
UÊ

i>ÊÌÀ}ÊÃÊ>Ê«ÀVi`ÕÀiÊ«iÀvÀi`ÊÌÊÀi`ÕViÊÌ iÊÀÃÊvÊvi>Ì iÀÊ«iV}Ê>`Ê
cannibalism. It should be avoided, where possible, by addressing feather pecking
risk factors without resorting to beak trimming. Where it is deemed necessary, beak
trimming must not be carried out on chickens that are over nine days old.

UÊ

i>Ê ÌÀ}Ê ÕÃÌÊ ÞÊ LiÊ Õ`iÀÌ>iÊ LÞÊ ÌÀ>i`Ê >`Ê V«iÌiÌÊ «iÀ>ÌÀÃÊ >`Ê
carried out to the highest possible standards using the highest standards of equipment
and technology available. Operators should continually be re-evaluated for efﬁciency
of their beak trimming skills.

UÊ 7 iÀiÛiÀÊ«ÃÃLi]ÊLi>ÊÌÀ}ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÀiÃÌÀVÌi`ÊÌÊLi>ÊÌ««}ÆÊÌ >ÌÊÃ]ÊÌ iÊ
blunting of the beak to remove the sharp point which can be the cause of the most
severe damage to other birds. If beak trimming has to be carried out, not more than
one third of a hen’s beak should be removed.
UÊ vÊ Li >ÛÕÀ>Ê «ÀLiÃÊ VVÕÀÊ Ê Li>ÌÀi`Ê LÀ`Ã]Ê ÃÕV Ê >ÃÊ ÕÀÕÃÊ vi>Ì iÀÊ
pecking, they should be tackled immediately by appropriate changes in the system
of management. For example, by reduction of the lighting intensity. Research also
indicates that availability of good quality litter encourages foraging and dust bathing
>`Ê iViÊÀi`ÕViÃÊÌ iÊvi>Ì iÀÊ«iV}ÊÌi`iVÞ°ÊII
Note: In Austria signiﬁcant progress has been made with regard to the phasing out of
Li>Ê ÌÀ}Ê Ê >ÌiÀ>ÌÛiÊ ÃÞÃÌiÃÊ `ÀÊ >`Ê ÕÌ`À®Ê ÜÌ ÕÌÊ VÀi>Ãi`Ê vi>Ì iÀÊ
pecking problems. This has been done by means of a programme aimed at reducing risk
factors.
*See Appendix 1 for links to EC Directive 1999/74/EC and EC (Welfare of Farmed
Animals) Regulations S.I. No. 311 of 2010
**See previous section on Feather Pecking/Cannibalism.

BREEDING PROCEDURES
UÊ 7 iÊVÃ`iÀ}ÊÌ iÊiÃÌ>LÃ iÌÊÀÊÀi«>ViiÌÊvÊ>ÊyV]ÊÌ iÊV ViÊvÊ ÞLÀ`Ê
should be made with the aim of reducing the risk of welfare and health problems.
UÊ

>ÌÕÀ>ÊÀÊ>ÀÌwV>ÊLÀii`}ÊÀÊLÀii`}Ê«ÀVi`ÕÀiÃÊÌ >ÌÊV>ÕÃiÊÀÊ>ÀiÊiÞÊÌÊV>ÕÃiÊ
ÃÕvviÀ}ÊÀÊÕÀÞÊÌÊ>Ê>>ÊÕÃÌÊÌÊLiÊ«À>VÌVi`°Ê

BUILDINGS AND ACCOMMODATION
General
Advice on welfare aspects should be sought from qualiﬁed advisers before any new
buildings are constructed or existing buildings modiﬁed. It is important to ensure that the
design of housing and equipment is suitable for the intended use.
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Location
When a new farm is being constructed, ideally it should be located as far away as possible
from other commercial poultry premises, other livestock enterprises and other potential
sources of contamination such as abattoirs, sewage treatment plants, landﬁll sites etc.
When a farm is close to such sites a higher level of protection against the introduction of
disease is required, including wildlife control and ensuring that no drainage or waste from
the nearby property enters the farm.

Poultry Site
UÊ `Ê ÃiVÕÀÌÞIÊÃÊiÝÌÀiiÞÊ
important to prevent the
introduction of a wide range
of microorganisms, disease
vectors and vermin into
poultry farms. Site design and
management practices should
be planned to facilitate this.
UÊ / iÊ «iÀiÌiÀÊ vÊ Ì iÊ ÃÌiÊ
should be clearly identiﬁed with
appropriate signage placed at
strategic points and if possible,
fenced. Access should be via
speciﬁc entry points where
there should be a means of
remote communication along
with a notice asking visitors to
wait to be admitted by farm
ÃÌ>vv°Ê7 ÃÌÊÌ iÀiÊÜÊLiÊ>Êii`ÊvÀÊ«i«iÊÌÊiÌiÀÊÌ iÊÕÌÊ>>}iÀÃ]ÊÜÀi]Ê
ÛiÌiÀ>ÀÞÊ«À>VÌÌiÀÃ]Ê>Õ`ÌÀÃÊiÌV°®ÊÛÃÌÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊV>ÀivÕÞÊÌÀi`]ÊVÌÀi`Ê
and recorded. Access to poultry houses should be restricted to those with essential
duties.
UÊ / iÀiÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ >Ê >À`Ê ÃÌ>`}Ê vÀÊ «>À}]Ê Ü V Ê Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ i«ÌÊ Vi>Ê >`Ê
`ÃviVÌi`ÊÜÌ Ê>Ê>««ÀÛi`Ê`ÃviVÌ>ÌII]ÊÃÊ>ÃÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊÌÊÃÊ>Ì>i`ÊÊ
a hygienically acceptable condition. On-farm roadways should ideally have a hard
surface, which can be cleaned effectively. Roadways should be kept clear of faecal
soiling to prevent vehicles becoming contaminated. A disinfectant footbath and
brush should be placed at the entrance to the site and /or near the vehicle parking
area. Endeavours should be made to provide a separate gatehouse where visitors can
V >}iÊÌÊÛiÀ>ÃÊ«ÀiviÀ>LÞÊ`Ã«Ã>Li®Ê>`ÊLÌÃÊ>`ÊÃ}Ê>ÊÛÃÌÀÃ½ÊL°Ê-«À>ÞÊ
disinfection of the wheels of vehicles at the point of entry to the site is also advisable.
UÊ / iÊÃÌiÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊi«ÌÊVi>Ê>`ÊÌ`ÞÊ>`ÊvÀiiÊvÊÜii`ÃÊ>`ÊÀÕLLiÊÌÊ`ÃVÕÀ>}iÊ
wild birds, rodents and ﬂies.
*Biosecurity is a term that includes all those measures that may be taken to prevent
the introduction of unwanted organisms into, within and out of the ﬂock.
**See Appendix 1 for link to list of approved disinfectants on DAFF website
Code of Practice for the Welfare of Laying Hens
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Poultry Houses
Structural
UÊ `i>Þ]ÊÌ iÀiÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>Ê >À`ÊÃÕÀv>ViÉ}À>ÛiÊ>ÀÕ`ÊÌ iÊ«iÀiÌiÀÊvÊ ÕÃiÃÊÜ V ÊÃÊ
designed to avoid the pooling of rain water.
UÊ

Õ`}ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊvÊÃÕ`ÊVÃÌÀÕVÌÊ>`ÊÜiÊ>Ì>i`ÊÌÊ«ÀiÛiÌÊ>VViÃÃÊLÞ
predators, wild birds and to deter rodents. Insulation cladding should be maintained
in good repair as damage allows easy refuge for rodents. Similarly it is important to
avoid storing materials such as feedbags, litter and moveable equipment within the
house.

UÊ 7 iÀiÊ«ÃÃLiÊÃÕÀv>ViÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÃÌ ]Ê >À`Ê>`Ê«iÀÛÕÃÊÌÊi>LiÊivviVÌÛiÊ
cleaning and disinfection. Ancillary buildings such as storage rooms, rest rooms,
toilets etc. should be of a similar standard.
UÊ >ÌiÀ>ÃÊ ÕÃi`Ê vÀÊ Ì iÊ VÃÌÀÕVÌÊ vÊ >VV`>ÌÊ >`Ê Ê «>ÀÌVÕ>À]Ê vÀÊ Ì iÊ
construction of pens, stalls and equipment with which the birds may come into
contact, should not be harmful to them and should be capable of being thoroughly
cleaned and disinfected.
UÊ 7 iÀiÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ ÕÃi`]Ê yÀÃ]Ê «iÀV iÃÊ >`Ê «>ÌvÀÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ vÊ >Ê ÃÕÌ>LiÊ
`iÃ}Ê >`Ê >ÌiÀ>Ê >`Ê ÌÊ V>ÕÃiÊ `ÃVvÀÌ]Ê `ÃÌÀiÃÃÊ ÀÊ ÕÀÞÊ ÌÊ Ì iÊ LÀ`Ã°Ê / iÞÊ
ÕÃÌÊ«ÀÛ`iÊÃÕvwViÌÊÃÕ««ÀÌ]Ê«>ÀÌVÕ>ÀÞÊvÀÊÌ iÊvÀÜ>À`Êv>V}ÊV>ÜÃÊvÊi>V ÊvÌÆÊ
ÀiÛiÀ]Ê«iÀV iÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊvÊÃÕvwViÌÊi}Ì ]ÊÊ>VVÀ`>ViÊÜÌ ÊÀi}Õ>ÌÃI]ÊÌÊ
allow all birds to roost at the same time. Floors, perches and platforms should be kept
sufﬁciently dry and clean.
UÊ 6iÌ>Ì]Ê i>Ì}]Ê } Ì}]Ê vii`}]Ê Ü>ÌiÀ}Ê >`Ê >Ê Ì iÀÊ iµÕ«iÌÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ
`iÃ}i`]ÊÃÌi`Ê>`ÊÃÌ>i`ÊÃÊ>ÃÊÌÊ>Û`ÊÀÃÊvÊÕÀ}ÊLÀ`Ã°
UÊ VV`>ÌÊ>`ÊwÌÌ}ÃÊvÀÊÃiVÕÀ}ÊLÀ`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊVÃÌÀÕVÌi`Ê>`Ê>Ì>i`Ê
ÃÊÌ >ÌÊÌ iÀiÊ>ÀiÊÊÃ >À«Êi`}iÃÊÀÊ«ÀÌÀÕÃÃÊiÞÊÌÊV>ÕÃiÊÕÀÞÊÌÊÌ i°
*See Appendix 1 for links to EC Directive 1999/74/EC and EC (Welfare of Farmed
Animals) Regulations S.I. No. 311 of 2010
Operational
UÊ

À`ÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ ÃÕÀVi`Ê vÀÊ ÃÕ««iÀÃÊ Ü Ê >Ài>`ÞÊ >ÛiÊ «iÀV i`Ê ÃÞÃÌiÃÊ Ê
operation.

UÊ

À`ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊi«ÌÊÊÃÕV Ê>ÊÜ>ÞÊÌ >ÌÊÌ iÞÊV>Êii«ÊÌ iÃiÛiÃÊVi>°

UÊ

ÀiÀÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ«ÃÌi`Ê>`Ê>Ì>i`ÊÊÃÕV Ê>ÊÜ>ÞÊÌ >ÌÊÃ«>}iÊÃÊÃi`°

UÊ ÊÜ>ÌiÀÊÃÞÃÌi]ÊÜ V ÊÃiÃÊÜ>ÌiÀÊÃ«>}i]ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÕÃi`]ÊÃÕV Ê>ÃÊÜ>ÌiÀÊ««iÃÊ
with drip cups positioned at an appropriate height for all birds. Nipple drinkers
without cups may be used if they are well managed and the water pressure is checked
frequently.
UÊ / iÊ ÃiÊ iÛiÊ ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ Ãi`°Ê 6iÌ>ÌÊ v>Ã]Ê vii`}Ê >V iÀÞÊ ÀÊ Ì iÀÊ
equipment must be constructed, placed, operated and maintained in such a way that
they cause the least possible amount of noise.

14

Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council

UÊ ÌiÃÛiÊ ÕÃ}Ê ÃÞÃÌiÃÊ ÀiµÕÀiÊ >Ê «ÀiÛiÌ>ÌÛiÊ >Ìi>ViÊ «À}À>Ê ÜÌ Ê
automatic systems requiring alarms and emergency back-up systems and procedures.
(See Emergency Procedures on Page 15)
UÊ VÊii«iÀÃÊÃ Õ`ÊÌ>iÊi>ÃÕÀiÃÊÌÊ«ÀÌiVÌÊLÀ`ÃÊvÀÊ«Ài`>ÌÀÃ]ÊÀ`iÌÃÊ>`ÊÌ iÀÊ
animals. A pest control programme should be in place to support these measures.
UÊ / ÃiÊ«>ÀÌÃÊvÊLÕ`}Ã]ÊiµÕ«iÌÊÀÊÕÌiÃÃÊÜ V Ê>ÀiÊÊVÌ>VÌÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÕÃÌÊ
be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected every time after ﬁnal depopulation is carried
out, before a new ﬂock is introduced into the house. After the ﬁnal depopulation of a
house, all litter must be removed, and clean litter must be provided.

Enriched Cages*
UÊ >Þ}Ê iÃÊÕÃÌÊ >Ûi\
Ê

UÊ >ÌÊi>ÃÌÊÇxäÊV2 of cage area per hen, 600 cm2ÊvÊÜ V ÊÃ >ÊLiÊÕÃ>LiÆÊÌ iÊ i} Ì
of the cage other than that above the usable area shall be at least 20 cm at every
point and no cage shall have a total area that is less than 2000 cm2Æ

Ê

UÊ >ÊiÃÌÆ

Ê

UÊ ÌÌiÀÊÃÕV ÊÌ >ÌÊ«iV}Ê>`ÊÃVÀ>ÌV }Ê>ÀiÊ«ÃÃLiÆÊ>`

Ê

UÊ >««À«À>ÌiÊ«iÀV iÃÊ>Ü}Ê>ÌÊi>ÃÌÊ£xÊVÊ«iÀÊ i°

UÊ Ê vii`Ê ÌÀÕ} Ê Ü V Ê >ÞÊ LiÊ ÕÃi`Ê ÜÌ ÕÌÊ ÀiÃÌÀVÌÊ ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ «ÀÛ`i`°Ê ÌÃÊ i}Ì Ê
must be at least 12 cm multiplied by the number of hens in the cage.
UÊ

>V ÊV>}iÊÕÃÌÊ >ÛiÊ>Ê`À}ÊÃÞÃÌiÊ>««À«À>ÌiÊÌÊÌ iÊÃâiÊvÊÌ iÊ}ÀÕ«ÆÊÜ iÀiÊ
nipple drinkers are provided, at least two nipple drinkers or two cups must be within
the reach of each hen.

UÊ /Ê v>VÌ>ÌiÊ Ã«iVÌ]Ê ÃÌ>>ÌÊ >`Ê `i««Õ>ÌÊ vÊ iÃÊ Ì iÀiÊ ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ >Ê
ÕÊ>ÃiÊÜ`Ì ÊvÊäÊVÊLiÌÜiiÊÌiÀÃÊvÊV>}iÃÊ>`Ê>ÊÃ«>ViÊvÊ>ÌÊi>ÃÌÊÎxÊVÊ
must be allowed between the ﬂoor of the building and the bottom tier of cages.
UÊ / iÊ>ÃiÊÜ`Ì ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊi>ÃÕÀi`Ê>ÃÊÌ iÊÕLÃÌÀÕVÌi`ÊÜ`Ì ÊLiÌÜiiÊÕÌiÀÊi`}iÃÊ
of the feed troughs. The distance to the ﬂoor should be measured to the mesh base
of the cage.
UÊ / iÊV>}iÊ i} ÌÊ>ÌÊÌ iÊÜiÃÌÊ«ÌÊÊÌ iÊÕÃ>LiÊ>Ài>ÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ>ÌÊi>ÃÌÊ{xÊV°
UÊ

>}iÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊwÌÌi`ÊÜÌ ÊÃÕÌ>LiÊV>ÜÃ ÀÌi}Ê`iÛViÃ°

UÊ vÊ Ì iÀiÊ ÃÊ iÛ`iViÊ Ì >ÌÊ V>ÜÃÊ vÊ iÃÊ >ÀiÊ vÕ`Ê ÌÊ LiÊ ÛiÀ}ÀÜÊ ÀÊ LÀiÊ Ì iÊ
the provision of claw shortening devices should be enhanced. Excessively abrasive
`iÛViÃÊ>ÞÊV>ÕÃiÊÕÀÞÊÃÊV>ÕÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊiÝiÀVÃi`ÊÊÃ«iVvÞ}ÊÃÕV Ê`iÛViÃ°
*For speciﬁc requirements applicable to rearing in Enriched Cage systems see Article
6 of EC Directive 1999/74/EC (See Appendix 1 for link to Directive)
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STOCKING RATE
When determining the stocking rate, consideration should be given to breed, system
of housing, strain and type of bird, colony size, temperature, ventilation and lighting, as
well as to the number of platforms and perches. If disease or evidence of a behavioural
problem becomes apparent, by observation or by receipt of unsatisfactory grading
ÀiÌÕÀÃÊvÀÊi}}Ê«>V}ÊÃÌ>ÌÃÊÀÊLÞÊÀiiVÌÃÊvÀÊ«ÀViÃÃ}Ê«>ÌÃ]ÊiÝ«iÀÌÊ>`ÛViÊ
should be sought promptly to deal with the problem. Stocking and ventilation rates
Ã Õ`Ê>ÃÊLiÊV iVi`Ê>`Ê>««À«À>ÌiÊ>`ÕÃÌiÌÃÊÊÃÌV}Ê>`ÊÛiÌ>ÌÊÃ Õ`Ê
be considered in order to minimise the likelihood of recurrence of the problem.

ENVIRONMENT
Ventilation and Temperature
The owner or keeper must ensure that each house of a holding is equipped with ventilation
and, if necessary, heating and cooling systems designed, constructed and operated in
such a way that:
UÊ ÀÊVÀVÕ>Ì]Ê`ÕÃÌÊiÛiÃ]ÊÌi«iÀ>ÌÕÀi]ÊÀi>ÌÛiÊ>ÀÊ Õ`ÌÞÊ>`Ê}>ÃÊVViÌÀ>ÌÃÊ
shall be kept within limits which are not harmful to the birds.
UÊ

>ÀiÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÌ>iÊÌÊ«ÀÌiVÌÊVwi`ÊLÀ`ÃÊvÀÊ`À>Õ} ÌÃÊÊV`ÊV`ÌÃ°

UÊ ÊÌ iÊiÛiÌÊvÊvi>Ì iÀÊÃÃ]ÊÃÌi«ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÌ>iÊÜ iÀiÛiÀÊ«ÃÃLiÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊ
iÃÊ>ÀiÊÌÊÃÕLiVÌi`ÊÌÊV`ÊÃÌÀiÃÃÆÊvÀÊiÝ>«i]Ê iÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ}ÛiÊÀiÊv`°
UÊ / iÊÛiÌ>ÌÊÃÞÃÌiÊ>`Êv>VÌiÃÊvÀÊÃÌÀ}Ê>`Ê >`}ÊÌÌiÀÊ>`Ê>ÕÀiÊÃ Õ`Ê
be designed, maintained and managed to prevent the exposure of birds to gases such
as ammonia, hydrogen sulphide, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide in concentrations
which cause discomfort to the birds or which are detrimental to their health or to the
keeper’s health.

Lighting
UÊ

À`ÃÊi«ÌÊÊLÕ`}ÃÊÕÃÌÊÌÊLiÊi«ÌÊÊ«iÀ>iÌÊ`>ÀiÃÃ°

UÊ 7 iÀiÊÌ iÊ>ÌÕÀ>Ê} ÌÊ>Û>>LiÊÊ>ÊLÕ`}ÊÃÊÃÕvwViÌÊÌÊiiÌÊÌ iÊ« ÞÃ}V>Ê
and behavioural needs of any birds being kept in it, then appropriate artiﬁcial lighting
must be provided.
UÊ

À`ÃÊi«ÌÊÊLÕ`}ÃÊÕÃÌÊÌÊLiÊi«ÌÊÜÌ ÕÌÊ>Ê>««À«À>ÌiÊ«iÀ`ÊvÊÀiÃÌÊvÀÊ
artiﬁcial lighting.

UÊ ÊLÕ`}ÃÊÕÃÌÊ >ÛiÊ} ÌÊiÛiÃÊÃÕvwViÌÊÌÊ>ÜÊ>Ê iÃÊÌÊÃiiÊiÊ>Ì iÀÊ>`Ê
be seen clearly, to investigate their surroundings visually and to show normal levels of
activity.
UÊ 7 iÀiÊÌ iÀiÊÃÊ>ÌÕÀ>Ê} Ì]Ê} ÌÊ>«iÀÌÕÀiÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ>ÀÀ>}i`ÊÊÃÕV Ê>ÊÜ>ÞÊÌ >ÌÊ} ÌÊ
is distributed evenly within the accommodation.
UÊ vÌiÀÊÌ iÊwÀÃÌÊ`>ÞÃÊvÊV`Ì}]ÊÌ iÊ} Ì}ÊÀi}iÊÕÃÌÊLiÊÃÕV Ê>ÃÊÌÊ«ÀiÛiÌÊ
i>Ì Ê >`Ê Li >ÛÕÀ>Ê «ÀLiÃ°Ê VVÀ`}ÞÊ ÌÊ ÕÃÌÊ vÜÊ >Ê Ó{ ÕÀÊ À ÞÌ Ê >`Ê
include an adequate uninterrupted period of darkness lasting, by way of indication,
about one-third of the day and never less than eight hours of continuous darkness
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ÕiÃÃÊÌ iÊ«iÀ`ÊvÊ>ÌÕÀ>Ê`>ÀiÃÃÊÃÊÃ ÀÌiÀ®ÊÃÊÌ >ÌÊÌ iÊ iÃÊV>ÊÀiÃÌÊ>`ÊÌÊ>Û`Ê
health problems such as immunodepression and ocular anomalies.
UÊ Ê«iÀ`ÊvÊÌÜ} ÌÊvÊÃÕvwViÌÊ`ÕÀ>ÌÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ«ÀÛ`i`ÊÜ iÊÌ iÊ} ÌÊÃÊ`i`Ê
ÃÊ Ì >ÌÊ Ì iÊ iÃÊ V>Ê ÃiÌÌiÊ `ÜÊ ÌÊ ÀÃÌÊ ÜÌ ÕÌÊ `ÃÌÕÀL>ViÊ ÀÊ ÕÀÞ°Ê / ÃÊ ÃÊ vÊ
particular importance in alternative systems and enriched cages.
UÊ ÊÀ>ÊV`ÌÃ]ÊÊV>}iÊ>`ÊÕÌiÛiÊÃÞÃÌiÃ]Ê} ÌÊÌiÃÌÞÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>ÌÊi>ÃÌÊ
xÊÕÝ]Ê>`Ê«ÀiviÀ>LÞÊÌÊiÃÃÊÌ >Ê£äÊÕÝ]Êi>ÃÕÀi`Ê>ÌÊ>ÞÊvii`ÊÌÀÕ} ÊiÛi°ÊÊÌ iÀÊ
systems, light intensity in the perching, walking and feeding areas should be at least
10 lux measured at bird eye height. However, a temporary reduction in lighting level
may assist in addressing behavioural problems such as feather pecking or cannibalism.
UÊ Ê>Ê ÕÃiÃ]ÊiÃ«iV>ÞÊÌ ÃiÊÜÌ Ê>ÌÕÀ>Ê} Ì]Êi>ÃÕÀiÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÌ>iÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊ
that light distribution is as even as possible.

Litter
UÊ Ê>ÌiÀ>ÌÛiÊÃÞÃÌiÃ]Ê>ÊLÀ`ÃÊÃ Õ`Ê >ÛiÊ>VViÃÃÊÌÊ>Ê>««À«À>ÌiÞÊÃâi`ÊÌÌiÀi`Ê
area which should be dust free and maintained in a dry friable condition and at an
adequate depth for dust bathing, at approximately 10 cm. To ensure good litter
management, this depth of litter may be made up over the ﬁrst two months of use.
Access to good quality substrate allows birds to dust bathe and also prevents health
problems, in particular foot, leg and breast lesions.
UÊ Õ`ÞÊ ÌÌiÀ]Ê ÀÊ ÌÌiÀÊ Ì >ÌÊ >ÃÊ LiiÊ ÌÀi>Ìi`Ê ÜÌ Ê V«Õ`ÃÊ ÃÕV Ê >ÃÊ Ü`Ê
preservatives or other substances that are harmful to bird health, should not be used.
UÊ / iÀiÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÀÕÌiÊÃ«iVÌÃÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊÌÌiÀÊ`iÃÊÌÊLiViÊviÃÌi`Ê
with harmful organisms parasitic to birds. Particular attention should be paid to litter
that has been exposed to the elements.
UÊ Vii«iÀÃÊÃ Õ`ÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊÌÌiÀÊÃÊi«ÌÊV>ÀV>ÃiÊvÀii°

Emergency Procedures
UÊ Vii«iÀÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê >ÛiÊ >Ê `VÕiÌi`Ê VÌ}iVÞÊ «>Ê `À>vÌi`Ê Ã«iVwV>ÞÊ vÀÊ
dealing with emergencies such as disease, ﬁre, ﬂood, power or equipment failure or
disruption of supplies and, should ensure that all staff are trained in contingency plan
response.
UÊ Ê`i«i`iÌÊ>>ÀÊÃÞÃÌiÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ«ÕÌÊÊ«>Vi°Ê/ ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊÌiÃÌi`Ê>`ÊÃiÀÛVi`Ê
at regular intervals.
UÊ ÌÊ i>ÃÌÊ iÊ >i`Ê iLiÀÊ vÊ Ì iÊ ÃÌ>vvÊ Ã Õ`Ê >Ü>ÞÃÊ LiÊ >Û>>LiÊ ÌÊ Ì>iÊ Ì iÊ
necessary emergency response steps.
UÊ ÀiÊ«ÀiV>ÕÌÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>Ê>ÀÊ«ÀÀÌÞÊvÀÊ>ÊyVii«iÀÃ°Ê Ý«iÀÌÊ>`ÛViÊÊ>Ê
ﬁre precautions can be obtained from ﬁre prevention ofﬁcers of local authorities.
UÊ 7 iÀiÊLÕ`}ÃÊii`ÊÌÊLiÊVi`]Ê>ÀÀ>}iiÌÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ>`iÊÌÊ>ÜÊÀ>«`ÊiÌÀÞÊ
in case of emergency.
UÊ
UÊ

Ì}iVÞÊ «>Ê >ÀÀ>}iiÌÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê iÃÕÀiÊ Ì >ÌÊ >`iµÕ>ÌiÊ ÃÕ««iÃÊ vÊ `À}Ê
water and suitable feed can be made available in emergencies.
vvÀÌÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>`iÊÌÊÃiÊÌ iÊÀÃÊvÊÌ iÊ`À}ÊÜ>ÌiÀÊvÀiiâ}°
Code of Practice for the Welfare of Laying Hens
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AUTOMATIC OR MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
UÊ Ê>ÕÌ>Ìi`ÊÀÊiV >V>ÊiµÕ«iÌÊiÃÃiÌ>ÊvÀÊÌ iÊ i>Ì Ê>`ÊÜiLi}ÊvÊÌ iÊ
birds must be inspected at least once a day.
UÊ *ÀÛÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>`iÊvÀÊ>Ê>««À«À>ÌiÊL>VÕ«ÊÃÞÃÌiÊÌÊ}Õ>À>ÌiiÊÃÕvwViÌÊ
air renewal to preserve the health and well-being of the birds in the event of failure of
the system.
UÊ Ê>>ÀÊÃÞÃÌiÊÜ V ÊÕÃÌÊ«iÀ>ÌiÊiÛiÊvÊÌ iÊ«ÀV«>ÊiiVÌÀVÌÞÊÃÕ««ÞÊÌÊÌÊ >ÃÊ
v>i`®ÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ«ÀÛ`i`ÊÌÊ}ÛiÊÜ>À}ÊvÊ>ÞÊv>ÕÀiÊvÊÌ iÊÃÞÃÌi°
UÊ ÊiµÕ«iÌÊ>`ÊÃiÀÛViÃ]ÊVÕ`}Êvii`Ê ««iÀÃ]Êvii`ÊV >Ê>`Ê`iÛiÀÞÊÃÞÃÌiÃ]Ê
drinkers, ventilating fans, heating and lighting units, ﬁre extinguishers and alarm
systems, should be cleaned and inspected routinely and kept in good working order.
UÊ 6iÌ>Ì]Ê i>Ì}]Ê} Ì}]Êvii`}]ÊÜ>ÌiÀ}Ê>`Ê>ÊÌ iÀÊiµÕ«iÌÊÀÊiiVÌÀV>Ê
ÃÌ>>ÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ`iÃ}i`]ÊÃÌi`Ê>`ÊÃÌ>i`ÊÃÊ>ÃÊÌÊ>Û`ÊÀÃÊvÊÕÀ}ÊÌ iÊ
birds.
UÊ Ê iµÕ«iÌÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ VÃÌÀÕVÌi`Ê >`Ê >Ì>i`Ê Ê ÃÕV Ê >Ê Ü>ÞÊ >ÃÊ ÌÊ >Û`Ê
ÃÕLiVÌ}ÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÊiÝViÃÃÛiÊÃi°
UÊ Ê >ÕÌ>Ìi`Ê iµÕ«iÌ]Ê VÕ`}Ê V«ÕÌiÀÃ]Ê Õ«Ê Ü V Ê Ì iÊ LÀ`Ã½Ê Üiv>ÀiÊ ÃÊ
dependent, must incorporate a fail-safe and/or standby device and an alarm system
to warn the ﬂock-keeper of failure. Defects should be rectiﬁed immediately or other
measures taken to safeguard the health and welfare of the birds. Alternative ways of
feeding and of maintaining a satisfactory environment should therefore be ready for
use. A secondary or alternative water supply should also be put in place.

RECORD KEEPING
Records are an essential aid to management and those kept should include:
UÊ

>ÞÊ«À`ÕVÌÊ`ViÃ

UÊ 6ÃÕ>Ê i>Ì ÊV iVÃ
UÊ

>ÞÊÀÌ>ÌÞÊ

UÊ

ÕLiÀÊvÊVÕÃÊÜÌ ÊÀi>ÃÊvÀÊVÕÊÌÊLiÊÀiVÀ`i`Ê

UÊ 7 iÀiÊ«ÃÃLi]Êvii`ÊVÃÕi`Ê`>ÞÊ>`ÊVÕÕ>ÌÛi®
UÊ

>ÞÊÜ>ÌiÀÊVÃÕ«ÌÊÜ>ÌiÀÊiÌiÀÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊwÌÌi`ÊÊi>V Ê ÕÃi®

UÊ /iÃÌ}Ê>`Ê>Ìi>ViÊvÊ>ÕÌ>ÌVÊiµÕ«iÌ]ÊVÕ`}Ê>>ÀÃ]Êv>ÊÃ>viÃ]ÊÊ
ﬁre extinguishers and stand-by generators
UÊ

>ÞÊ>ÝÕÊ>`ÊÕÊÌi«iÀ>ÌÕÀiÃÊ>`Ê>>ÊiÛiÃ

UÊ / iÊ} Ì}ÊÀi}iÊÊÌiÃÌÞÊ>`Ê`ÕÀ>Ì
UÊ

>ÌiÃÊvÊVi>}É`ÃviVÌÊ

UÊ 6iÌiÀ>ÀÞÊVÃÕÌ>Ì]Ê`>ÌiÊ>`ÊÕÌVi
UÊ i`ViÊ>`ÊÛ>VViÊ>`ÃÌÀ>ÌÊÀiVÀ`Ã
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Well-developed record keeping should be sufﬁcient to meet quality assurance, regulatory
and management requirements. In particular, a record must be kept of any medicinal
treatment given to all hens in the ﬂock. These records must be retained for a period of at
least ﬁve years from the date on which the medical treatment was administered.
ÀÌ>ÌÞ]ÊVÕ}Ê>`]ÊvÊ«ÃÃLi]ÊÀL`ÌÞÊiÛiÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊVÃiÞÊÌÀi`°ÊÕÌ«ÃiÃÊ
should be carried out in cases where mortality levels are signiﬁcant or higher than average
targets. Records should be kept of all these results.
The owner or keeper must also maintain a record for each house of a holding of:
UÊ / iÊÕLiÀÊvÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÀ`ÕVi`
UÊ / iÊÕÃi>LiÊ>Ài>
UÊ / iÊ ÞLÀ`ÊÀÊLÀii`ÊvÊÌ iÊLÀ`Ã]ÊvÊÜ
These records must be retained for a period of at least three years and must be made
available to the competent authority when carrying out an inspection or when otherwise
requested.

CATCHING, HANDLING AND TRANSPORT*
UÊ
UÊ

Ê«iÀÃÊÕÃÌÊÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌÊ>ÞÊLÀ`ÊÊ>ÊÜ>ÞÊÜ V ÊV>ÕÃiÃÊÀÊÃÊiÞÊÌÊV>ÕÃiÊÕÀÞÊÀÊ
unnecessary suffering to that bird
Ê«iÀÃÊÃ >ÊÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌÊ>ÞÊLÀ`ÊÕiÃÃ\

Ê

UÊ ÌÊÃÊwÌÊvÀÊÌÃÊÌi`i`ÊÕÀiÞ]Ê>`

Ê

UÊ -ÕÌ>LiÊ«ÀÛÃÊ >ÃÊLiiÊ>`iÊvÀÊÌÃÊV>ÀiÊ`ÕÀ}ÊÌ iÊÕÀiÞÊ>`ÊÊ>ÀÀÛ>ÊÊ
at the place of destination
For these purposes a bird should not be considered ﬁt for its intended
ÊÕÀiÞÊ vÊ ÌÊ ÃÊ ]Ê ÕÀi`]Ê ÀÊ v>Ì}Õi`]Ê ÕiÃÃÊ ÌÊ ÃÊ ÞÊ Ã} ÌÞÊ ]Ê ÕÀi`Ê ÀÊ v>Ì}Õi`
Ê>`ÊÌ iÊÌi`i`ÊÕÀiÞÊÃÊÌÊiÞÊÌÊV>ÕÃiÊÌÊÕiViÃÃ>ÀÞÊÃÕvviÀ}°

UÊ ÞÊ «iÀÃÊ ÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌ}Ê LÀ`ÃÊ ÕÃÌÊ iÃÕÀiÊ Ì >ÌÊ Ì iÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ ÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌi`Ê ÜÌ ÕÌÊ
delay to their place of destination.
UÊ ÊÌ iÊV>ÃiÊvÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌi`ÊÊ>ÊÀiVi«Ì>Vi]Ê>ÞÊ«iÀÃÊÊV >À}iÊvÊLÀ`ÃÊÕÃÌÊ
iÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊÌ iÞÊ>ÀiÊÌÊV>ÕÃi`ÊÕÀÞÊÀÊÕiViÃÃ>ÀÞÊÃÕvviÀ}ÊÜ iÊÌ iÞÊ>ÀiÊÊÌ iÊ
receptacle either waiting to be loaded on to the means of transport or after they have
been unloaded.
UÊ / iÊi>ÃÊvÊÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌÊ>`ÊÀiVi«Ì>ViÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊVÃÌÀÕVÌi`]Ê>Ì>i`]Ê«iÀ>Ìi`Ê
and positioned to provide adequate ventilation and air space. Receptacles in
which birds are carried must be constructed and maintained so that they allow for
appropriate inspection and care of the birds. Receptacles in which birds are carried
ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ vÊ ÃÕV Ê >Ê ÃâiÊ >ÃÊ ÌÊ «ÀÌiVÌÊ Ì iÊ LÀ`ÃÊ vÀÊ ÕÀÞÊ ÀÊ ÕiViÃÃ>ÀÞÊ ÃÕvviÀ}Ê
during transport. Receptacles in which birds are transported must be constructed and
maintained so that they prevent any protrusion of the heads, legs or wings from them.
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UÊ / iÊ V>ÌV }Ê >`Ê >`}Ê vÊ LÀ`ÃÊ ÜÌ ÕÌÊ V>ÕÃ}Ê Ì iÊ ÕÀÞÊ ÀÊ ÃÌÀiÃÃÊ ÀiµÕÀiÃÊ
skill. It should only be undertaken by competent persons i.e. those who have been
appropriately trained to the task. Responsibility for the management of the operation
should be clearly allocated.
UÊ } ÊÃÌ>`>À`ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊ>««i`ÊÀÀiÃ«iVÌÛiÊvÊÌ iÊ«ÌiÌ>ÊiVVÊÛ>ÕiÊvÊÌ iÊ
LÀ`ÃÊvÀÊiÝ>«i]ÊÃ«iÌÊ iÃ®°
UÊ *>VÊ >}Ê Ì iÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >`Ê ÃÕLÃiµÕiÌÊ ÕÀÞÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ >Û`i`°Ê >ÌV }Ê Ã Õ`Ê
take place in low or blue light to minimise fear responses. Catching and handling
should be carried out quietly and conﬁdently exercising care to avoid unnecessary
ÃÌÀÕ}}}ÊÜ V ÊVÕ`ÊLÀÕÃiÊÀÊÌ iÀÜÃiÊÕÀiÊÌ iÊLÀ`Ã°
UÊ 1iÃÃÊÌ iÞÊ>ÀiÊV>Õ} ÌÊ>`ÊV>ÀÀi`Ê>ÀÕ`ÊÌ iÊL`Þ]ÊÜ V ÊÃÊÌ iÊ«ÀiviÀÀi`ÊiÌ `Ê
ÕÃ}ÊLÌ Ê >`ÃÊÌÊ `ÊÌ iÊÜ}ÃÊ>}>ÃÌÊÌ iÊL`Þ®]ÊLÀ`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊV>Õ} ÌÊ>`Ê
carried by both legs. No catcher should carry by the legs more than two hens in each
hand. Birds must not be carried by the wings or by the neck.
UÊ "iÊ«ÃÃLiÊÜ>ÞÊvÊ>Û`}ÊÌ iÊ«ÌiÌ>ÊvÀÊ`>>}iÊÌÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÃÊÌÊViVÌÊÌ iÊ
birds mechanically. Only devices proven to be humane should be considered for use
in gathering birds.
UÊ / iÊ`ÃÌ>ViÊLÀ`ÃÊ >ÛiÊÌÊLiÊV>ÀÀi`ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊÃi`ÊLÞÊÌ>}ÊÌ iÊVÀ>ÌiÃÊ>`Ê
VÌ>iÀÃÊÌÊÌ iÊ ÕÃi°Ê-ÌV}Ê`iÃÌÞÊÊÌ iÊVÀ>ÌiÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>`ÕÃÌi`Ê>VVÀ`}Ê
to weather conditions and size of birds. For example, low stocking densities should
be adopted in hot weather to reduce the risk of heat stress. It is important to ensure
that once birds are loaded in the container they are not exposed to extremes of
temperature.
UÊ

À>ÌiÃÊ ÀÊ VÌ>iÀÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ ÃÕÌ>LiÊ vÀÊ Ì iÊ «ÕÀ«ÃiÊ vÊ ÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌ}Ê LÀ`ÃÊ >`Ê
>ÜÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÊLiÊi>ÃÞÊÃiÀÌi`]ÊVÛiÞi`Ê>`ÊÀiÛi`ÊÜÌ ÕÌÊÕÀÞ°Ê/ iÊLÀ`ÃÊ
should in particular be protected from rain and road spray, which greatly increases the
effect of wind chill, although effective ventilation must be maintained.

UÊ ÕÀiÞÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ V>ÀivÕÞÊ «>i`Ê ÃÊ Ì >ÌÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ ÌÊ ivÌÊ Ê Ì iÊ Ûi ViÊ vÀÊ
}Ê«iÀ`ÃÊiÌ iÀÊ>ÌÊÌ iÊÃÌ>ÀÌÊvÊÌ iÊÕÀiÞÊÀÊ>ÌÊÌ iÀÊ`iÃÌ>Ì°Ê/ iÊ«ÀÛÃÊ
of adequate ventilation and protection from adverse weather and extremes of
temperature are essential during loading and transport.
UÊ i>ÃÕÀiÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ Ì>iÊ ÌÊ iÃÕÀiÊ ivwViÌÊ ÀiÛ>Ê vÊ iÝViÃÃÊ i>ÌÊ >`Ê Ü>ÌiÀÊ
vapour. It is important to make use of the natural airﬂow patterns around a moving
vehicle to optimise conditions for the birds during transport. However, when a vehicle
is stationary for any length of time, mechanical ventilation may be necessary to
maintain acceptable levels of temperature and humidity. When this is the case it is
more effective to extract air from the vehicle than to blow air into it.
UÊ

À`ÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ Õ>`i`Ê >ÃÊ ÃÊ >ÃÊ «ÃÃLiÊ >vÌiÀÊ >ÀÀÛ>Ê >ÌÊ >Ê Ã>Õ} ÌiÀ ÕÃi°Ê
After unloading, birds must be protected from adverse weather conditions and be
«ÀÛ`i`ÊÜÌ Ê>`iµÕ>ÌiÊÛiÌ>Ì°ÊÊ>``Ì]ÊvÊ>ÞÊLÀ`Ê >ÃÊLiiÊÃÕLiVÌi`ÊÌÊ } Ê
temperatures in humid weather, it must be cooled by appropriate means.

*See Appendix 1 for links to EC and National Transport Regulations and the FAWAC
Publication “Best Practice for the Welfare of Animals during Transport”
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
FOR ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS*
UÊ 7 iÀiÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ i«ÌÊ iÝÌiÃÛiÞ
and are free to range it is important to
provide
some
overhead
shelter.
Reasonable precautions should be
taken to protect birds against predators,
including dogs and cats. Shelter from
rain, sun and cold should always be
available when necessary. Windbreaks
should be provided on exposed land.
UÊ >`Ê Ê Ü V Ê vÀiiÀ>}iÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ i«ÌÊ
for prolonged periods may become
‘fowl sick’, i.e. contaminated with organisms
Ü V ÊV>ÕÃiÊÀÊV>ÀÀÞÊ`Ãi>ÃiÊÌÊ>ÊiÝÌiÌÊÜ V ÊVÕ`ÊÃiÀÕÃÞÊ«ÀiÕ`ViÊÌ iÊ i>Ì ÊvÊ
the birds on the land.
UÊ ÕÃ}ÊÕÃi`ÊLÞÊvÀiiÀ>}iÊLÀ`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊvÊÃÕvwÊViÌÊÃÌ>`>À`ÊÌÊiÃÕÀiÊÌ >ÌÊÌ iÊ
LÀ`ÃÊ>ÀiÊÌÊÃÕLiVÌÊÌÊ`ÃÌÀiÃÃÊV>ÕÃi`ÊLÞÊiÝÌÀiiÃÊvÊÌi«iÀ>ÌÕÀi°
UÊ >VÌÀÃÊÃÕV Ê>ÃÊÃÊÌÞ«i]Ê`À>>}iÊ>`ÊÃâiÊvÊVÞÊ>`ÊvÀiµÕiVÞÊvÊyÊVÊÀÌ>ÌÊ
are very important in deciding the number of birds that a particular area can carry.
Heavy, poorly drained soil can carry fewer birds than land that is light and well drained.
UÊ ÌÊÃÊ«ÀÌ>ÌÊÌÊiÃÌ>LÃ Ê>ÊÃÞÃÌiÊvÊÀÌ>ÌÊvÊ}À>â}ÊÀÊ ÕÃiÊÛiiÌÊÊÀ`iÀÊ
to prevent poaching and build up of parasitic infection and disease.
UÊ 7 iÀiÊ ÕÃiÃÊÊvÀiiÀ>}iÊÃÞÃÌiÃÊ>ÀiÊÌÊÀi>ÊÊiÊV>Ì]ÊÃÌi«ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ
taken to prevent the ground immediately around the house becoming poached and
it should be sampled for evidence of worm eggs.
UÊ VÃÊ >`Ê «ÀÌ>LiÊ ÕÃiÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ Ûi`Ê ÜÌ Ê ÃÕvwÊViÌÊ Ài}Õ>ÀÌÞÊ ÌÊ >Û`Ê
continuously muddy conditions and / or contamination of the land with organisms
Ü V ÊV>ÕÃiÊÀÊV>ÀÀÞÊ`Ãi>ÃiÊÌÊ>ÊiÝÌiÌÊÜ V ÊVÕ`ÊÃiÀÕÃÞÊ«ÀiÕ`ViÊÌ iÊ i>Ì Ê
of poultry.
UÊ 1iÃÃÊ Ì iÊ ÕÃiÊ ÃÊ Ûi`Ê vÀiµÕiÌÞÊ ÌÊ ÃÊ }`Ê «À>VÌViÊ ÌÊ «ÀÌiVÌÊ Ì iÊ }ÀÕ`Ê
i`>ÌiÞÊ>`>ViÌÊÌÊÌ°ÊÀÊiÝ>«i]ÊLÞÊ«ÀÛ`}ÊÃ>ÌÌi`ÊÀÊÜÀiÊiÃ Ê«>ÌvÀÃ]Ê
covered verandas or areas of gravel.
UÊ >À`VÀiÊ>Ài>ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊvÀiiÊvÀÊ«ÌÊ iÃÊ>`ÊÀiiÜi`Ê>ÃÊÀiµÕÀi`°
UÊ

À`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊiVÕÀ>}i`ÊÌÊÕÃiÊÌ iÊÕÌ`ÀÊ>Ài>ÊLÞÊÌ iÊ«ÀÛÃÊvÊ>`iµÕ>Ìi]Ê
ÃÕÌ>Li]Ê«À«iÀÞÊ>>}i`ÊÛi}iÌ>ÌÊVÕ`}Ê>ÊÃ}wÊV>ÌÊÕLiÀÊvÊÌÀiiÃÊ>`Ê
Ã ÀÕLÃ®]ÊÕÌ`ÀÊÃVÀ>ÌV ]ÊÜ iÊ}À>Êvii`}]Ê>ÊvÀiÃ ÊÃÕ««ÞÊvÊÜ>ÌiÀÊ>`ÊÛiÀ i>`Ê
cover, all sufﬁciently far from the house to encourage the birds to range.

UÊ -iÊÛi}iÌ>ÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ«>Ìi`ÊVÃiÊÌÊÌ iÊ ÕÃiÊÌÊiVÕÀ>}iÊÌ iÊLÀ`ÃÊÌÊ}Ê
outside.
UÊ 7 iÊ LÀ`ÃÊ >ÀiÊ ÌÀ>ÃviÀÀi`Ê ÌÊ vÀiiÀ>}iÊ ÕÃiÃ]Ê «ÀiV>ÕÌÃÊ Ã Õ`Ê LiÊ Ì>iÊ ÌÊ
avoid crowding and suffocation, particularly during the ﬁrst few nights.
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UÊ

i>À}Ê Ê `Ê Ì iÊ ÀÃÃÊ vÊ V>L>ÃÊ >`Ê vi>Ì iÀÊ «iV}Ê Õ`iÀÊ >ÌiÀ>ÌÛiÊ
systems, birds should not normally be conﬁned for too long during hours of daylight
ÀÊÃÕLiVÌi`ÊÌÊ`ÀiVÌÊÃÕ} ÌÊ`ÕÀ}ÊVwÊiiÌ°Ê

UÊ 7 iÀiÊ Ì iÊ >Ài>Ê ÜÌ Ê >Ê ÛiÀ>`>Ê >ÌÌ>V i`Ê ÌÊ >Ê vÀiiÀ>}iÊ ÕÃiÊ ÃÊ VÕ`i`Ê Ê Ì iÊ
calculation of ﬂoor space, it must have the same artiﬁcial lighting system as within the
inner part of the unit, the popholes must meet the requirements of the legislation and
continuous pophole access must be provided between the house and veranda.
UÊ

À`ÃÊ ÌÊ «iÀ>iÌÞÊ i«ÌÊ Ê LÕ`}ÃÊ Ã Õ`]Ê Ü iÀiÊ iViÃÃ>ÀÞÊ >`Ê «ÃÃLi]Ê LiÊ
given protection from adverse weather conditions, predators and risks to their health
and should, at all times, have access to a well drained lying area. This must include
secure housing when required for bird
welfare and health reasons.

UÊ -ÕvwÊViÌÊ ÕÃ}ÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>Û>>LiÊ
to the birds at all times and it may
be necessary to exclude birds from
the range in bad weather if there is a
clear danger that their welfare will be
compromised.
*For speciﬁc additional requirements
for alternative systems see Article
4 of EC Directive 1999/74/EC (See
Appendix 1 for link to Directive)

BACKYARD FLOCKS
When considering backyard ﬂocks the following points should be carefully considered.

Purchase
UÊ *ÀÀÊ ÌÊ «ÕÀV >ÃiÊ vÊ LÀ`Ã]Ê «ÀÛÃÊ ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ >`iÊ vÀÊ >««À«À>ÌiÊ ÕÃ}]Ê
management and facilities to ensure that all birds will have adequate protection from
adverse weather conditions, predators and risks to their health at all times.
UÊ ÌÊÃÊ>`ÛÃ>LiÊÌÊÃÌ>ÀÌÊÜÌ ÊÞÕ}Ê«ÕiÌÃÊ£ÈÊÌÊ£nÊÜiiÃÊ`®ÊvÀÊ>ÊÀi«ÕÌ>LiÊ`i>iÀ°Ê
These birds should have received all the required vaccines and are ready to begin
producing eggs.
UÊ

À`ÃÊÃ Õ`ÊÌÊLiÊ>VVi«Ìi`ÊvÀÊi} LÕÀÃÊiÛiÊvÊÌ iÞÊ>ÀiÊvÊÌ iÊÃ>iÊÌÞ«iÊ>`Ê
approximate age.

UÊ ÊL>VÞ>À`ÊyÊVÃ]ÊÀÀiÃ«iVÌÛiÊvÊÌ iÊÕLiÀ]ÊÕÃÌÊLiÊÀi}ÃÌiÀi`ÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊ i«>ÀÌiÌÊ
vÊ}ÀVÕÌÕÀi]ÊÃ iÀiÃÊ>`Ê`I°ÊÊ
*See Appendix 1 for link to S.I. No 42 of 2008 Diseases of Animals Act 1966
(Registration of Poultry Premises) Order 2008
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Biosecurity*
Biosecurity is particularly important to backyard ﬂocks. Even though bird numbers may
be small, backyard enterprises can represent a threat to the entire Irish poultry industry.
Flock- keepers are responsible for the health and safety of their ﬂock and must therefore
be aware of the following Biosecurity measures.
UÊ Vii«iÀÃÊ ÕÃÌÊ >ÛiÊ `iÃ}>Ìi`Ê ÜÀÊ VÌ iÃÊ >`Ê vÌÜi>À°Ê ÌÊ ÃÊ «ÀÌ>ÌÊ ÌÊ
change such clothes and footwear when going into public areas.
UÊ Ê vÌL>Ì Ê VÌ>}Ê >Ê i«>ÀÌiÌÊ vÊ }ÀVÕÌÕÀi]Ê Ã iÀiÃÊ >`Ê `Ê >««ÀÛi`Ê
`ÃviVÌ>ÌIIÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ«ÀÛ`i`Ê>ÌÊÌ iÊiÌÀ>ViÊÌÊÌ iÊ«ÕÌÀÞÊÃÌi°
UÊ ,`iÌÃÊ >ÀiÊ >Ê >ÀÊ ÃÕÀViÊ vÊ `Ãi>ÃiÊ >`Ê À`iÌÊ VÌÀÊ ÃÊ >Ê «>ÀÌVÕ>ÀÊ V >i}iÊ
which is encountered by keepers of backyard ﬂocks. Rodents, pets and wild birds can
carry pathogens that are infectious for poultry and these must not be allowed access
to the hens.
UÊ -«i`Ê vii`Ê ÜÊ >ÌÌÀ>VÌÊ À`iÌÃÊ >`Ê Ü`Ê LÀ`ÃÊ >`Ê ÃÕV Ê vii`Ê ÕÃÌÊ LiÊ Ài}Õ>ÀÞÊ
collected for disposal. Feeders must be designed in order that the hens do not spill
too much feed.
UÊ Ê À`iÀÊ ÌÊ ÌÊ >ÌÌÀ>VÌÊ Ü`Ê LÀ`ÃÊ >`Ê Ü>ÌiÀvÜ]Ê ÌÊ ÃÊ «ÀÌ>ÌÊ Ì >ÌÊ Ì iÊ V«Ê ÀÊ
enclosure is not accessible to them.
UÊ

Ìi\Ê7`ÊLÀ`ÃÊ>ÃÊV>ÀÀÞÊ«>Ì }iÃÊÌ >ÌÊ>ÀiÊviVÌÕÃÊvÀÊ`iÃÌVÊLÀ`Ã°Ê

*Biosecurity is a term that includes all those measures that may be taken to prevent
the introduction of unwanted organisms into, within and out the ﬂock.
**See Appendix 1 for link to list of approved disinfectants on DAFF website

Accommodation
ÌÊi>ÃÌÊä°£{2 of ﬂoor space per bird should be provided. Clean straw, untreated wood
shavings or sawdust should be provided. Birds do not lay eggs at the same time therefore
nests can be supplied at the rate of one nest per ﬁve hens.

Feeding and Watering
UÊ "iÊvii`iÀÊÕÃÕ>ÞÊ«ÀÛ`iÃÊiÕ} ÊÃ«>ViÊvÀÊÓäÊLÀ`Ã°
UÊ -ÕvwViÌÊÜ>ÌiÀ}ÊiµÕ«iÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊ>Û>>LiÊvÀ\Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê

UÊ ÓäÊLÀ`ÃÊ«iÀÊVÕ«Æ
UÊ £ÓÊLÀ`ÃÊ«iÀÊ««iÆÊÀÊ
UÊ £ÊLÀ`Ê«iÀÊ£äVÊvÊÌÀÕ} ÊÃ«>Vi]Êprovided that birds have access to both sides
of the feeder.
UÊ
ÛiÌ>Ê>ÞiÀÊ>Ã Êvii`ÊV>ÊLiÊ«ÕÀV >Ãi`Ê>ÌÊ>ÊV>Êvii`ÊÃÌÀi°Ê iÀÌwi`ÊÀ}>VÊ
feeds are available, but they may be more difﬁcult to ﬁnd and are more costly.
UÊ Ê iÊ >Ã Ê Ã Õ`Ê VÌ>Ê >ÌÊ i>ÃÌÊ Î°xÊ «iÀViÌÊ V>VÕ°Ê ``Ì>Ê vÀiiV ViÊ
V>VÕÊ>ÞÊLiÊ«ÀÛ`i`Ê>vÌiÀÊLÀ`ÃÊ>ÀiÊ{xÊÜiiÃÊ`ÊÌÊ>`ÊÊ}`ÊÃ iÊvÀ>Ì°
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Lighting
Lighting stimulates hens to lay eggs. As daylight increases, production levels increase
accordingly.

Record Keeping
Record keeping for a backyard ﬂock may seem unnecessary, but it is important that the
following records are kept:
UÊ
UÊ

ÕLiÀÃÊvÊV VÃÊ«ÕÀV >Ãi`Æ
ÕLiÀÃÊvÊ ÃVÊ >`ÉÀÊ ÕÀi`Ê LÀ`Ã°Ê 7 iÀiÊ «ÀLiÃÊ>ÀÃi]ÊÛiÌiÀ>ÀÞÊ >`ÛViÊ>`Ê
treatment should be sought. There is a legal requirement to keep a record of
medicinal treatment;

UÊ ii`ÊVÃÕ«Ì°ÊÊ>VVÕÌÊÃ Õ`ÊLiÊi«ÌÊvÊ ÜÊÕV Êvii`ÊÃÊVÃÕi`Êi>V Ê
ÜiiÆ
UÊ Ê ÀiVÀ`Ê vÊ `>ÞÊ >`ÉÀÊ ÜiiÞÊ ÀÌ>ÌiÃÊ ÀÊ Ã>Õ} ÌiÀi`Ê LÀ`ÃÊ >`]Ê Ì iÊ i>ÃÊ vÊ
disposal of dead birds. Humane dispatch and slaughter of birds must only be carried
out by trained personnel.
Records will assist in pinpointing when there is a change in the ﬂock that may be due to
the introduction of a disease agent. These may include:
UÊ >ÊVÀi>ÃiÊÊÀÌ>ÌÞÊiÛiÃÆÊ
UÊ >Ê`iVÀi>ÃiÊÊvii`ÊÀÊÜ>ÌiÀÊVÃÕ«ÌÆÊÀ
UÊ >Ê`À«ÊÊi}}Ê«À`ÕVÌ°Ê
Such records may also assist a veterinary practitioner to determine the probable cause of
such changes.

Securing your Flock from Predators
Poultry predation is a problem for backyard ﬂock-keepers. Hens can be vulnerable to
predators unless preventive measures are taken. One of the best ways to protect the ﬂock
from predators is to keep the coop conﬁned with a heavy gauge wire mesh fence. It is
recommended to cement the ﬂoor as this will prevent predators from digging under the
ground and coop perimeters.
It is important to ensure that the windows and doors of the coop are kept securely
covered up. It is recommended to install a screening system to the doors and windows
for protection when opened.
Another security measure is to bury the perimeter wire along the coops borders about
one foot deep. This will ensure that larger predators are deterred from digging under the
fence and preying on the ﬂock. It is also recommended to secure the perimeter fence
outward for about 20cm. Predators usually dig at the base of the wire to gain access,
going right underneath it and into the coop. This will help to discourage them and protect
the ﬂock from future predatorial attempts.

Acknowledgements: Photographs courtesy of Gordan McConkey and John Brady
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APPENDIX 1
Animal Welfare
Link to EC Directive 1999/74/EC
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:1999:203:0053:0057:EN:PDF
Link to EC (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations S.I. No. 311 of 2010
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/legislation/statutoryinstruments2010/
SI3112010300610.pdf

Animal By-Products
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/consleg/2002/R/02002R1774-20060401-en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:300:0001:0033:EN:PDF
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/legislation/statutoryinstruments2008/
SI252-2008.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-foodindustry/animalby-products/
legislation/nationallegislation/SI%20291%20of%202009.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-foodindustry/animalby-products/
legislation/nationallegislation/SI%20345%20of%202009.pdf

Animal Transport
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/
transportoﬂiveanimals/Council%20Regulation%201%20of%202005.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/
transportoﬂiveanimals/EUCommunities(AnimalTransport_ControlPost)
Regs2006(S.I.No.675_2006).pdf

Animal Remedies
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/legislation/statutoryinstruments2007/
SI786-2007.pdf

Registration of Poultry Premises
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/legislation/statutoryinstruments2008/
SI42-2008.pdf

Other Relevant Information
http://www.fawac.ie/publications/BestPracticeWelfareAnimalsTransport.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/disease/
avianinﬂuenzabirdﬂu/poultryindustry/4670BioSecuritylr.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/disease/
ListofApproveddisinfectants111110.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/197.htm
http://www.welfarequality.net/everyone
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APPENDIX 2: NOTIFIABLE DISEASES IN POULTRY
Signiﬁcant:
UÊ Û>ÊyÕiâ>
UÊ

iÜV>ÃÌiÊ`Ãi>Ãi

A full list of the relevant Notiﬁable Diseases is available on the Department’s website at:
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/diseasecontrol/listofnotiﬁablediseases
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