MINUTES OF THE SEVENTY FIRST MEETING OF
 THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COUNCIL
Location:
Portlaoise.




Date:
31st Aug 2018
Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Dermot Murphy (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Sean O’Leary (IFA), Brendan Golden (IFA) Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Ray Doyle (ICOS) Gerald Quain (ICMSA) Alison Hanlon, (UCD), Bernadette Earley (Teagasc), Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co) Desmond Morrison (ICMSA)
Apologies:
Conor Dowling (ISPCA) Kevin Kinsella (IFA) Mairead Wallace-Pigott (VI)
Secretary:
Laura Walsh (DAFM)
1. Review of Minutes of 70th FAWAC Meeting
Minutes of the 70th FAWAC from the 8th June were accepted
2. Fodder Situation
DAFM gave an overview of the national fodder situation acknowledging the difficult year for farmers as regards the extreme weather. The important efforts made by industry stakeholders including DAFM, The EU Commission, Co-operative societies and Teagasc were acknowledged. The measures taken included: 

· The establishment of the fodder coordination group by DAFM and chaired by Teagasc providing support to farmers. 
· The assistance provided by Co-operative societies,

·  DAFM introduced a €4.25m fodder import scheme in August.  
·  A €2.75m incentive introduced by DAFM for the provision of extra fodder by tillage farmers for livestock farmers.   
· Agreement from the EU Commissioner in the advances on Pillar 1 and 2 payments to farmer’s thus increasing cash flow.
· An extension of the closed period for spreading manure.
Teagasc reported that there are published reports and fact sheets relating to fodder available to farmers.  A Teagasc fodder report will be available in September with further updates as winter closes in.
The group agreed that all stakeholders are working to put steps in place for potential future shortfall.  It is the responsibility of stakeholders to assess and plan ahead for avoiding potential hardship and welfare issues by remaining engaged in the planning process. The situation needs continual monitoring.  
ICOS reported that co-ops are holding fodder clinics across the country some are importing fodder however scarcity has become an issue with increasing costs a concern.  Some members of the Council are of the view that live exports are crucial in alleviating excess stock numbers.
3.
Dairy Welfare
A discussion was held regarding current research being undertaken in relation to alternative underfoot material in cattle houses and feed quality. Teagasc to update on developments.
The Early Warning System was acknowledged as an excellent tool in the identifying of issues for both farmer and animal and in keeping with the ‘one welfare’ concept.  DAFM noted that the Steering Group of the EWS is due to meet in the coming weeks where the scheduling of meetings will be discussed.

Other matters relating to dairy welfare are covered under agenda items 2 and 4
Action: Early Warning System Steering Group to meet and keep the fodder matter under observation.
4. Equine Welfare
DAFM provided report on current figures for horse seizures and slaughters figures to date.
Unregulated horse ownership is an ongoing issue for farmers due to fly grazing.  Advice for horse owners regarding fodder supply is due for publication  by Teagasc shortly.

ISPCA reported that calls were up to the national helpline by 12% this year.  Equine calls are up by 20%.  36 seizures were reported to date. 40 horses were rehomed.to date in 2018. 8 cases have been finalised in court.
The IFA suggested that DAFM increases enforcement of equine regulations for the small groups that are not compliant.  ISPCA noted a case in Limerick whereby inspectors had to withdraw from a location due to safety issues.  DAFM indicated the District Veterinary Office will be updated on this matter and that there is there is positive uptake and engagement with the sulky training programme funded by DAFM.   ISPCA acknowledged the positive development of Waterford Co Co introducing bye laws for sulky/carriage driving.
5. Report from the Education Sub-Group 
The IFA acknowledged the work of the Education subcommittee and its production of the dairy welfare guideline booklet. Its content is reflective of the changing landscape of current dairy farming and inclusive of the ‘one welfare’ concept. The importance of distributing the booklet to relevant stakeholders was discussed. The role of social media and targeting the relevant audience was noted.  It was noted by UCD that the section regarding the ‘one welfare’ concept may require input from an expert in the social science field. As the booklet is in the final stages of completion this will be considered for future publications.  The work of Rebecca Garcia and Catherine Devitt on this area was discussed with agreement that the Committee will consider extending an invitation to both to present to the future. It was also suggested that Zoe Kavanagh of the National Dairy Council be contacted regarding views on the booklet with a possible invitation to a future Council Meeting.

6. Report from the Working Group on the EWS
It was reported that research on one welfare is being conducted in the UK and Holland.  Farmer isolation is identified as a big issue.  The role of the HSE was acknowledged in assisting farmers experiencing difficulties.  First point of contact should be the HSE, it was recognised ther farmers may be reluctance for some farmers to take this approach.
Action: Review EWS contacts in terms of adding stakeholderS from the Department of Health/HSE.
7. AOB
DAFM noted the upcoming animal welfare conference due to take place on September 13th
Laura Boyle (Teagasc) to be asked to present at the next FAWAC meeting on Dec 7th
ISPCA expressed concern at an increase in the worrying of sheep by dogs in Wicklow. It was agreed the ISPCA will meet with the IFA to come up with an awareness/media campaign for dog owners.

Teagasc highlighted current research being undertaken on winter housing and a literature review on disbudding/castration of calves.
The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and contributions.

Next meeting scheduled for 7th Dec 2018.
END
