MINUTES OF THE SIXTY SIXTH MEETING OF THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Location:
Portlaoise




Date:
09th June 2017
Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Conor Dowling (ISPCA), Bernadette Earley (Teagasc), Gerald Quain (ICMSA), Sean O’Leary (IFA), Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Alison Hanlon (UCD) (via conference call for part of mtg). 
Apologies:
Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Ray Doyle (ICOS), Michael Guinan (ICMSA), Jim McKelvey (DAERA-NI), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Conor Geraghty (Veterinary Ireland).
Secretary:
Ger Fox (DAFM)
1. Review of Minutes of 65th FAWAC Meeting
Minutes of the 65th FAWAC 24th March meeting agreed with a single amendment (Sean O’Leary’s name was omitted from the attendees list)

2. Comments on “Horns, Ireland  in the 21st Century” presented by Liam Barry at 65th FAWAC meeting
The group were invited to comment on issues surrounding the removal of horns and there was a general consensus that breeding polled animals would be the ideal.

Bernadette Earley said Teagasc were undertaking a four year research project (start date Oct 2017) in collaboration with the University of Melbourne on the issue. Cattle in Ireland are handled more frequently than in other member states/third countries and therefore some view disbudding as necessary. 
Action

· Bernadette Earley to submit summary of project to FAWAC (Laura Walsh)
3. Report from the Education Sub-Group
The draft guidelines on ‘Animal Welfare Guidelines for the Emergency Killing of Pigs on Farm’ report has been completed.
Action: 
· Final draft to be circulated to FAWAC members.
· Stine B. Christiansen from the Danish Ethics Council to be invited to speak to a future FAWAC meeting on how the Danes transitioned from an Animal Welfare Council to an Animal Ethics Council. Details to be arranged at a future date.
· Work on review of FAWAC Dairy Welfare booklet progressing.
4. Report from the EWS group
· Farmer welfare continues to be an area of concern due to the challenges of increasing workloads associated with expanding dairy herds and reduced staff resources. DAFM will continue to liaise with the IFA EWS Group in this matter. Suggestion that Teagasc’s ‘Green Cert’ include a practical element including interview with applicants.  
· Points of contact and local level communications vital. Suggested that all groups be renewed and that more co-ordination be done at local level. Suggested that reps from AGS and other relevant groups be invited to local EWS meetings. Example given that reps from NPWS were invited to recent Wicklow meeting

· IFA reported it has appointed new members at national level and Animal Health reps at county level and undertook to actively promote engagement of its members at EWS local level
· Calls to the AHW Helpline continue to decline

Action:  An EWS Steering Group meeting to be arranged in the early autumn to include IFA members from previous Steering Group along with the new members appointed in 2016/17 to share the extensive knowledge and experience.
5. Equine Welfare
· DAFM continuing to progress equine projects in association with local authorities. 
· DAFM consider passporting, equine castration clinics and training essential in controlling the equine population and assisting in good welfare

· Ballyowen Equine Centre/Clondalkin Equine Club developed in association with SDCC 
· Pavee Point have presented its report on Traveller Horse Ownership
· Horse slaughtering figure for  2017 (end May) are 3,416

· Equine Premises Registered to date are approx 19,000

· Horses seized to date in 2017 under the Control of Horses Act are approx 500
Action:

· Circulate report on Traveller Horse Ownership to FAWAC members
6. Dairy Cow Welfare
· Reference to Educational WG preparation of  dairy welfare booklet. Good stockmanship considered a key factor in ensuring good animal welfare. All those engaged in dairying should have the necessary experience. Labour continues to be an issue and training on specific roles on farms essential
· Challenges are having to deal with larger herds and price volatility in the dairy market
· Recognition that animal welfare and farmer welfare go hand in hand 
· Good progress being made on BVD eradication

Action:

· Dr. Muireann Conneely, Teagasc be invited to attend next FAWAC meeting 
7. AOB
· ICMSA rep reported that an individual had contacted him re permitted methods for killing of geese. DAFM clarified that the permitted method for killing of all animals is covered by the EU Regulation 1099/2009 on protection of animals at time of killing
· ISPCA raised concerns over the level of tail docking in pigs 
· IFA cautioned re. threat of Brexit to current animal welfare conditions in the UK and reiterated the importance of welfare issues in any trade negotiations.

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and contributions.


Next meeting of the Council scheduled for 8th September 2017.


ENDS

