MINUTES OF THE SIXTY FIFTH MEETING OF THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Location:
River Lee Hotel Cork




Date:
24TH March 2017
Present:
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Mr. Michael Creed, T.D., Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Ray Doyle (ICOS). Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Conor Dowling (ISPCA), Bernadette Earley (Teagasc), Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Conor Geraghty (Veterinary Ireland), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Sean O’Leary (IFA).


Liam Barry (DAFM)

Apologies:
Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Alison Hanlon (UCD), Henry Burns (IFA), Michael Guinan (ICMSA), Jim McKelvey (DAERA-NI)
Secretary:
Laura Walsh,
1. Address by Minister Michael Creed to Council
The Chairman Patrick Fottrell welcomed Minister Creed to the FAWAC meeting and introduced him to members present.  The Minister addressed the Council and expressed thanks for the input from the FAWAC members to animal welfare, noting that animal welfare has a high level of public interest and is among one of the most important issues within the Department.  Increasing consumer and retailer interest has resulted in a greater awareness of animal welfare matters in all stages of the food production process. The Minister said that the FAWACs members raise awareness of issues to be addressed in a practical manner whether in relation to national initiatives or proposals at EU level and said it is important to maintain perspective and balance in the area of animal welfare. The Minister paid recognition to the FAWAC publications over the past number of years and their impact in improving welfare standards. The Chairman concluded by expressing appreciation on behalf of FAWAC members to the Minister.
2. Presentation on Horns – Ireland in the 21st century
Liam Barry, DAFM Veterinary Inspector presented to the group on the above matter and invited comments from committee members on the subject.  ICOS indicated it supports deregulation on the matter. Teagasc noted that there are a number o f projects commencing in Autumn 2017 related to disbudding and castration and the associated welfare concerns.
Action

· Circulate presentation to all FAWAC Members for submission of response on the matter from Stakeholders (DAFM).
3. Minutes of 64th Council Meeting

· The minutes from the 64th Council meeting were passed without amendment.

· Conor Dowling (ISPCA) was welcomed to the Council by the Chairman.
Action: 
· Sian Philips presentation to be circulated to FAWAC members (SPCA/DAFM).
4. Report from the Education Sub-Group
Sean O’Laoide reported on correspondence with the Danish Ethical Council and noted the merging of the animal welfare and ethics councils into one.
Action: 
· Stine B. Christiansen from the Danish Ethics Council to be invited to speak to FAWAC on how the Danes transitioned from an Animal Welfare Council to an Animal Ethics Council. Details to be arranged at a future date.
· Ray Doyle to be added to the Dairy Welfare Group.
· An update on the work of group in the context of dairy welfare noted that work is progressing on dairy cow welfare issues. It was suggested that the group would liaise with the farm safety advisory council on related issues.

5. Report from the EWS group
Brid Farrell reported on issues raised at the recent regional EWS Group meetings.
· The physical and mental welfare of farmers is an area of concern in some farming sectors, particularly among dairy farmers who have to deal with the challenge of an expanding herd with reduced availability of labour on farms.
· ISPCA noted that while the dairy herd expansion has not caused issues for its organisation, nevertheless, it is mindful of the situation and the challenges facing farmers.

· It was reported that final edits are taking place on the FAWAC guidelines for emergency slaughter of pigs on farm.

Action: Consideration to be given to raising the public awareness on FAWAC. 
6. Equine Welfare
· DAFM reported on the current slaughter/seizure statistics and on the urban horse projects. Numbers of horses being seized (by Local Authorities) under the Control of Horses Act continue to decline. 
· The ISPCA reported that equine related calls are down by 37% from the same time last year. A total of 70 prosecutions took place, 50 of which involved canines. Identifying horse ownership is an issue when seeking to prosecute.
Action:

· ISPCA to circulate statistics regarding prosecutions  and numbers of cases to FAWAC

7. Dairy Cow Welfare
Dairy cow welfare was discussed and points made by Education Sub-Group were noted. The issue of labour shortage on farms was highlighted again. The Department and IFA will continue to liaise with Teagasc in the matter. 

8. AOB
· Sean O’Laoide reported developments in Europe (in context of his EuroFAWC membership) taking place relating to animal welfare including the establishments of animal welfare centres and the animal welfare platform.

· ISPCA briefed the Council on the Canada and European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). Concern was expressed by ISPCA regarding the risk of animal products entering the EU market as a result of this agreement and the competitive market being damaged for EU farmers as a result. ISPCA requested FAWAC to look at implications on the ratification of this agreement from a welfare perspective.
Action:

· ISPCA to circulate memo on the matter to Council members.


The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and contributions.


Next meeting of the Council will take place on June 9th 2017.


ENDS

