MINUTES  OF  THE  SIXTY SECOND  MEETING  OF  THE  FARM  ANIMAL  WELFARE ADVISORY  COMMITTEE

Location:
Portlaoise

Date:

17th June 2016

Present:
Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Gerald Quain (ICMSA), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), John McConnell (DAERA NI) Alison Hanlon (UCD). 
Apologies:
John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Conor Geraghty (Veterinary Ireland) Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Sean O’Leary (IFA), Henry Burns (IFA), Michael Guinan (ICMSA),
Secretary:
Niamh Cunningham
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and extended his sympathy to Alison Hanlon on the recent death of her father. Sean O’Laoide informed the Committee of the deaths of Professor Christopher Wathes (co founder of EURO FAWC and the former Chair of UK FAWC) and Professor Frauke Ohl (president of the Dutch Council of Animal Affairs). 
1. Minutes
· The Minutes from the meeting of 11th March 2016 were accepted. The Chairman wished Arthur O’Connor (former Veterinary Ireland rep to FAWAC) well in his new career and extended special thanks to him for his valued participation and contribution to Council.
2. Presentation from John Mc Connell (DAERA)
John Mc Connell gave a presentation on the “Use of the On Farm Emergency Slaughter provision in Northern Ireland” explaining in detail the background, hygiene Package 2006, current position in Northern Ireland, limitations and official controls and the recent work done to promote common understanding. The Chairman thanked Mr Mc Connell for his presentation and a short discussion on emergency slaughter followed. 
3. Report from the Education Sub-Group
· Sean O’ Laoide informed the group that Pat Kirwan has completed his research on Emergency on Farm Euthanasia of Pigs and is producing a video for the next sub-committee meeting
· The review booklet on animal welfare on dairy farms is also progressing.  At a recent meeting, the New Zealand dairy cattle code of welfare 2014 was discussed – this has a different layout and design

· The issue of sustainability in difficult economic times needs to be addressed along with health and safety as some farms are run by only one person
· Meeting informed that the Teagasc report on calf welfare will be completed shortly and should be made available to the Committee
4. Report from the EWS group

· DAFM reported that all regional meetings have been held
· Main concerns noted were the expansion of dairy herds which has led in many instances to increased stress levels among some farmers
· The importance of maintaining markets at home and abroad was emphasised
· Concern expressed by farmers that some Co-ops (usually the 1st port of call for farmers) may review their practice of extending credit and this may place farmers under more pressure
· Concern expressed by farmers that dogs worrying sheep, in some areas of the country, continues to be an ongoing problem especially during lambing season

· Sean O'Laoide informed the group that the EWS has received positive feedback from EuroFAWC and FAWC UK are considering adopting a similar approach
5. Equine Welfare

· Urban/traveller education courses are progressing in a number of areas
· DAFM is funding Pavee Point to conduct research on traveller equine matters
· Update on horse slaughtering stats for first quarter 2016 was 2,395 (fig for same period in 2015 was 1,906)
· To date 19,120 equine premises registered

· 1,043 horses seized to date in 2016  by local authorities under the Control of Horses Act (fig for same period in 2015 was 2,679)
· Dr Siobhan Mullan (University of Bristol Veterinary School) is launching an equine welfare report in July 2016. This is the first time welfare organisations, breeders, the equine industry and the veterinary profession have come together to agree on a strategy to best improve the welfare of horses in the UK. The report was funded by World Horse Welfare
· ISPCA reported that equine calls for the 1st quarter were up 1/3rd from last year with 25 horses having been seized/surrendered. ISPCA ran 2 pilot days of action and gelded 19 stallions. 35 horses received hoof care, microchips etc.
· Education is now a priority for the ISPCA 
· DAFM reported that it has ongoing discussions with animal welfare groups and will examine requests for funding for initiatives such as equine training, passporting and castration
6. Dairy Cow Welfare

· DAFM reported that the FVO audit carried out in Ireland in February went well and there was excellent participation from all stakeholders.  The main issue arising from the audit was tail docking of cows tails  (albeit at a low level of non-compliance)
· DAFM took the opportunity (in light of FVO findings) to remind all stakeholders on the dairy welfare guidelines prohibiting tail docking
· Gerald Quain reported that farmers are looking to Teagasc for advice on issues ranging from outputs per dairy unit, health and safety, mental health/issues etc.
· Alison Hanlon emphasised that stress levels are an issue for some dairy farmers and this may impact on animals in the farmers  care
· It was reported that Dr Joanna Marchewka (under the supervision of Dr Laura Boyle Teagasc) is doing research interviewing dairy farmers and FAWAC could ask her to give a presentation when research is completed
· Sean O’Laoide reported that at the EuroFAWC meeting in May, dairy farming was discussed

7. AOB 
· The issue of tail docking of pigs was raised at the recent EuroFAWC meeting.  EuroFAWC also discussed surplus animals. In Northern Europe there are problems with surplus goats and laying hens
· Long distance travel to Turkey was discussed with the Animals Angels transport publication.  DAFM reminded the Committee that transport of animals overland from Ireland to Turkey is prohibited during the months of July and August
· Teagasc announced that the Grange Beef Open day is on 5th July.  DAFM confirmed it will supply a poster and leaflets on penalties for tail docking.
· Professor Fottrell congratulated Bernadette Early on her invitation to speak at the 5th International Symposium on Beef Cattle Welfare in Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas which was held on June 8th – June 10th 2016.
· Andrew Kelly confirmed that a representative from the RSPCA is available to give a presentation on its UK activities at the next FAWAC meeting
The Chairman concluded the meeting and thanked all for their attendance and contributions and advised the next meeting will take place on 9th September 2016. 

End 

